MONDAY 24TH DECEMBER 2007

The Speaker, Rt Hon. Sir Peter Kenilorea took the Chair at 10.00 a.m.

Prayers.
ATTENDANCE

At prayers all were present with the exception of the Members for East Honiara, Central Honiara, North West Guadalcanal and Malaita Outer Islands.
Mr SPEAKER:  It is nice to see our attendance today, which reflects our interest to serve our nation.  Before the motion before the House is moved, I have received a question without notice from the Honorable Leader of Opposition designate.  
QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

Mr SOGAVARE:  Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.  This question is directed to the Prime Minister.  On taking office the Prime Minister announced that the Government would send the Attorney General to Australia in the next 48 hours to face the charges against him.  Can the Prime Minister inform the House the position of the government on the situation of the Attorney General and to assure the House that the Government will comply with the legal procedures and processes under the laws of this country including International Law and Human Rights Convention in dealing with the case of the Attorney General?  Thank you very much.
Hon SIKUA:  Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the Member for East Choiseul and the Leader of Opposition for his question.  The statement I made soon after the election regarding the Attorney General is that the Attorney General is an Australian citizen and he will be sent back to Australia to clear his name.  That is the position of the government, Mr Speaker.  
Mr Sogavare:  We have no problem with the intention of the government.  It is very clear from statements they made before taking up office.  What the question is actually asking is for the government to assure this House that it will fully comply with the correct legal procedures and processes under the laws of this country including international law and human rights conventions in dealing with the case of the Attorney General. 

Hon Sikua:  Mr Speaker, I would like to assure this House that we will comply with all the laws and processes in sending the Attorney General back to Australia.  
Mr Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, thank you very much for the assurance.  
MOTIONS

“That the National Parliament of Solomon Islands in accordance with Section 103(1) of the Constitution hereby resolves to empower the Honorable Minister for Finance to authorize the issue of monies from the consolidated fund for the purpose of meeting expenditure necessary to carry on public services at a level not exceeding the level of these services in the previous financial year, until the expiration of four months from the beginning of the financial year 2008, or the coming into operation of the Appropriation Act, 2008, whichever is the earlier.”
Hon RINI:  Mr Speaker, I beg leave to move “That the National Parliament of Solomon Islands in accordance with Section 103(1) of the Constitution hereby resolves to empower the Honorable Minister for Finance to authorize the issue of monies from the consolidated fund for the purpose of meeting expenditure necessary to carry on public services at a level not exceeding the level of these services in the previous financial year, until the expiration of four months from the beginning of the financial year 2008, or the coming into operation of the Appropriation Act, 2008, whichever is the earlier.”

Mr Speaker, Section 102(1) of the Constitution requires the Minister of Finance to explain to Parliament the circumstances preventing the tabling of the annual financial year estimates to the Parliament.  Sir, our government assumes office in unprecedented fashion in the history of our country.  I have only resumed the role of Finance Minister over the weekend as well.   


Mr Speaker, the tabling of this Resolution at this time of the year, particularly on the eve of Christmas therefore appears truly abnormal.  Needless to say, the circumstances surrounding the need for doing so now are eminent and overwhelmingly.


Mr Speaker, let us therefore be thankful to the architects and the founding fathers of this nation for their wisdom in the incorporation of section 103(1) of the Constitution to ensure government machineries and services could continue to function and delivered while succeeding appropriations are being prepared.  
The Constitution being the supreme law of the country therefore must prevail and be adhered to.  
Sir, as required under Section 102 of the National Constitution, I will be obliged to present the 2008 Appropriation Bill to Parliament in the first session of 2008.  Sir, the Government fully recognizes and appreciates the effort made by the previous administration and the consultative mechanisms by which the provisional 2008 budget had been prepared to date.  To this end, the Government will seek to revisit the strategies and policies employed in the preparation of the provisional 2008 budget and accord the opportunity to further scrutinize and finalize the 2008 Appropriation Bill for consistency with the Government’s policies and programs.

Mr Speaker the foremost objectives of the government from here on are to ensure that the development needs of the majority of the people of this country remain the key priority to ensure the country moves forward with everybody redoubling their efforts in meaningful reconciliation and healing.  May I also add that the Government will ensure that these efforts will be made in the spirit of true partnership with all stakeholders most particularly our development partners.

Sir, I acknowledge that Solomon Islands as a nation will face many challenges.  The economic financial difficulties facing the government and the country are still far from being over.  Mr Speaker, the task ahead of the government in addressing these challenges will not be easy.  We therefore need to be more mindful and conscious of our efforts in undertaking to steer and guide the country out of these difficulties.  The challenges expected of us to steer and guide the country out of these difficulties are audacious.  Nonetheless, Mr Speaker, the government is aware of major constrains and challenges and is prepared and committed to face these challenges head-on, most particularly to grow a  vibrant and resilient economy of this country.

Sir, I must therefore continue to call for hard work, commitment and cooperation on the part of every citizen of all corners of the country particularly leaders of this Honorable House and other leaders of provincial assemblies, Churches, service delivery institutions, economic production entities, villages and communities.  Moreover every citizen must work to contribute positively, effectively and meaningfully towards the rebuilding of the nation and its economy.

Mr Speaker, in agreeing to this Resolution Motion, Parliament will enable the salaries and services which government funds to flow unimpeded.  It would not be good governance to turn off the tap.  Sir, I do not believe that any Member of this honorable House present today will seriously consider that it would benefit Solomon Islands to tie the heads of government by withholding support for this Resolution.  Preventing funds getting to projects can only harm our rural and grassroots constituencies. Preventing our public service from funding will not assist progress and development of our country. 


Mr Speaker, it is therefore my humble request and expectation that this Resolution receives the full support of all honorable Members present here today.  


Mr Speaker, I now beg to move that the National Parliament of Solomon Islands in accordance with section 103(1) of the Constitution hereby resolves to empower Minister of Finance to authorize the issue of monies from the Consolidated Fund for the purpose of meeting expenditure necessary to carry on public services at a level not exceeding the level of services in the previous financial year, until the expiration of four months from the beginning of the financial year 2008 or the coming into operation of the Appropriation Act, 2008 whichever is the earlier. 

With these few remarks, I wish you all and your families and your constituencies a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 2008.


Mr Speaker, I commend this Resolution to the House and I beg to move.  

(The motion is open for debate)

Mr ZAMA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me the floor to briefly contribute on this very important motion seeking Parliament to pass this Resolution to enable Government spends money for services in the first four months of next year.  
Sir, before I proceed with my very brief debate, I would like, on the floor Parliament, to take this opportunity on behalf of my people of South New Georgia/Rendova/Tetepare to congratulate the Prime Minister and his Cabinet Ministers and the government for taking on the leadership of this country.  I wish you all well and God’s blessings.  


Mr Speaker, I would also like to thank the honorable Minister for Finance, the new Minister he is less than few hours in this new position for seeing it fit in tabling this very important motion.  Before doing so, in my view this motion although is provided for under the Constitution under Section 103(1), in my very humble view is totally inappropriate.  


Firstly, we the 48 Members of Parliament, now 47 should take the blame and responsibility of why this has to be the case this morning.  The new government is now being given the responsibility in seeking Parliament to pass this motion.  But why I said we must take the blame for passing this Resolution is because the previous government Members who are now part of this new Government and all 47 Members of Parliament must bear the blame as to why this motion is brought before Parliament.


The last government had very good policies.  The new Minister of Mines, the Member for East Are Are is already flagging the policies of the Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement on the floor of Parliament.  But I am yet to see the new policies.  I would kindly ask him to give me a copy of those policies so that it can help me as well as other Members of Parliament to know how the new budget framework is going to be formulated.  
What I would like to say here, although I support this motion at the outset, is that I think we have so much to be blamed for acting inappropriately in the way we have not been able to get the budget passed at this time.  However, a provision in the Constitution has given us the saving grace under Section 103(1) for this motion to be tabled.  Whilst I support this motion, the level of services we are going to provide is yet to be seen and known.  Are there any uncertainties in terms of what those levels would be and how they would be expedited brings a little bit of uncertainty in terms of how they will be facilitated.  But whilst that is the case, I thank the Minister of Finance for bringing this very important motion for Parliament to pass this Resolution to allow him and his Department and the Government to spend money in the next three months in 2008.  


Mr Speaker, with that said, once again I would like to thank the Honorable Prime Minister, the Minister of Finance and the Government for tabling this motion.  With God’s blessings, I support this motion.

Mr OTI:  Mr Speaker, at the outset let me thank and congratulate the Minister of Finance for bringing this Resolution, a constitutional provision which normally has to be applied when circumstances so dictate that the normal appropriation cannot make it to the floor of Parliament.  I think when the Constitution was drawn, it attempted as much as possible to preempt and take into consideration circumstances which are normally not contemplated for in the preparation of budgets.


Mr Speaker, also at the outset, let met congratulate the Prime Minister, all Cabinet Ministers for the successful election last Thursday.  I think the onus is now on them to deliver.  And I have every confidence on the new Cabinet through the Prime Minister, the able leadership of the Prime Minister that within the first four months of next year, in which this Resolution will apply, and I trust that the Minister of Finance will apply the breakthrough where necessary because as we have all witnessed, normally even when the normal appropriation is passed in this Parliament there is a lot of pressure on the Minister and the Ministry of Finance to the extent that sometimes they have to bend backwards to try to accommodate the interest of the services the Government is responsible for.  
Because this is basically a resolution and the Parliament is not privy to what actually has been the expenditure in the first quarter of this year so that it gives us as a guide to ensure that we spend within the limits in the first quarter of next year.  All of us would get the understanding that whatever breaks the Ministry of Finance will apply in terms of expenditures will be in line with the actual expenditures in the first quarter of 2007.   

I say this, Mr Speaker, because normally in the first quarter of the year is when the pressures have greatest bearing on the government where constituents are expecting their Members to deliver and it is very difficult at times to explain “weit fas taem selen no redi iet” or claiming beyond or submitting projects which are beyond the level equivalent to the first quarter of this year.  

Sir, I only hope and trust that the Ministry of Finance will ensure that we live within the means and live within the spirit to which this Resolution is expected of Parliament to pass.


Mr Speaker, I have nothing lengthy to contribute to this motion but I would just like to caution that aspect of it on the Minister of Finance and the Ministry of Finance in general.


Mr Speaker, I take this opportunity also on behalf of the people and chiefs of Nende Constituency to extend our congratulations to the Prime Minister, and Mr Prime Minister you have with you two of the three Members from Temotu Province.  I hope they will give you all the support.  We hope that Temotu Province will continue to benefit from being part of any government establishment, and it is on that note that we take this opportunity to extend to you and your government and to all your constituents a very Merry Christmas 2007 and we look forward to a fruitful dialogue with the Government in 2008.


Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

(applause)

Hon Sir KEMAKEZA:  Mr Speaker, I also would like to contribute to this very, very important motion moved by the Honorable Minister for Finance and Treasury.


In so doing, Mr Speaker, I would first of all like to congratulate all of us.  Mr Speaker, I was not intending to speak because this is a Cabinet conclusion but because of the Member for South New Georgia/Rendova and Tetepari who seemed to blame every Member of Parliament, I want to tell him straight away that he should blame himself.  His leg is not yet dry when he was out as the Minister of Finance, and because of his deliberate failure we have ended up here, and the Honorable Prime Minister then who is now the Leader of the Opposition who categorically informed this nation that due to the failure of the previous Ministers this appropriation act did not come in time.                 

Mr Zama:  Mr Speaker, I wish to make a correction on the floor in regards to the statement raised by my Honourable Minister for Forestry.  Yes, I do occupy the position but as you are very well aware, it was immediately after that point in time that we went through all these political mayhem and it was very difficult for me as the Minister then to be able to consolidate position and be able to sit down with officials.  
But there is already a framework in place and that is really the basis upon which I would really want to work with the government, the new Minister of Finance to try and put what the previous administration has had in place, especially in getting the framework and the approach where it is really people centred, people based focus, and that is sort of the really the approach Mr Speaker, that I would like to ask the new government to adopt in terms of framing up the new 2008 budget framework.


Thank you Mr Speaker.

Hon Sir Kemakeza:  Mr Speaker, I cannot withdraw my statement.  My statement remains.  Whatever colour the Member for Rendova/Tetepare might want to put it he should blame himself, and that is why this requirement came about.  That is the point I would like to stress.  
We cannot leave this country in suspense and we cannot create another constitutional impasse.  Here I thank the Member for Temotu/Nende for seeing it fit in supporting this motion, and I hope the Leader of the Opposition would do the same as well.  We should not debate unnecessarily trying to blame each other on who is going to score points here.  I want to rebut the point made by the MP for Rendova/Tetepare because he should blame himself.  I want this to go down in the records that it was his failure for bringing about the 2008 Appropriation Bill.  
Mr Speaker, this Government is responsible and there is no need for the Member for Rendova/Tetepare to advise us because the 2008 Appropriation Bill is in good hands.  I trust the new Minister of Finance and many important leaders here who will assist.   If the Member for Rendova/Tetepare would like to offer his assistance, he can come over so that his wisdom can be taken onboard.  But I do not accept him categorically blaming all the 47 Members of Parliament because he should only blame himself.


With that Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

(applause)

Hon HILLY:  Mr Speaker, I rise to speak very briefly on this motion.  I would like to stress here the importance of this motion and also cite the authority of Parliament that is being asked of its blessing on this motion so that government services can continue as from 1st of January onwards.


First of all, I would like to thank everybody who is here to give their blessing on this very important motion.  A similar motion came to the floor of this Parliament last year but for different reasons.  This motion is here now for a different reason.  The provision in the constitution helps out so that government services can continue on without an appropriation act.  
Sir, just imagine us as from the 1st of January not being able to receive salaries.  This means the public servants, patients in hospitals and provincial assemblies will have no money to do their work as well as other bodies that rely on government money for their operations.  You see, Mr Speaker, the importance of this motion before the House is a lot more than what we may talk about as a motion that comes before the appropriation act.  Its implication is quite enormous.  That is what I would like this honourable House to know that this is a very important motion, without which we are going to have problem in carrying out normal government services to our people.


My second point, Mr Speaker, is that this motion is to facilitate or to show to ourselves that the authority in spending government money comes from here in this House of Parliament, and that is why this Parliament is called upon today to give us the authority, to give the government authority to be able to spend funds

The Government itself has no authority to spend money, only Parliament has that power.  This is why the cooperation and the contribution of every Member of Parliament is very, very important. 


Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Mr TANEKO:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me to contribute to this very important motion at this Christmas Eve.  I would like to thank the Minister of Finance for bringing this Resolution.  On behalf of my people of Shortlands, I would like to congratulate and thank the new Prime Minister at this very important day of meeting we are having now.  I thank you on behalf of my people and the chiefs of Shortlands as they wait to see how we are going to lead our people and nation of Solomon Islands.


As someone representing my people, I would like to say to the Prime Minister that leadership is now in your hands with all your new ministers and your backbenchers and as well as the Opposition for the betterment of our nation, Solomon Islands.  
Mr Speaker, I thank the Minister for Finance for this Resolution. Today I would like to ask myself as someone representing my people, the grassroots in this very important authority to be given to the Minister of Finance that all of us in here should have been in our constituencies but because of the political game we have had, we ended up meeting at this time on this 24th of December to pass this resolution.  I thank the revelation the Government has on this day, the 24th of December for us to meet.


Mr Speaker, the motion itself thoroughly explains that it is for delivery of services, public services to our people of Solomon Islands.  Here, Mr Speaker, I could say that it is a Christmas gift to our people from the new government.  I would like to encourage the government that we are all mandated and empowered by our people to come here as legislators on the holy table now in front of us on this very important day.  
The people who have given us the power are listening and waiting for us.   Thank you, Minister for Finance.  The word itself will take us up to the first four months of next year until the 2008 Budget is brought before us.  But let us be reminded that it is our poor people who empowered us and given us the authority to deliberate on the services, whatever services we are going to give to them from this time and the next four months of next year.  

Mr Speaker, I would like to thank this side of the House for the efforts put into this Resolution, incomplete though the other side might say but because of the democratic process here we are now on this side of the bench.  Thank you.  But let me remind the government of the day that as the Minister for Finance rightly mentioned the development needs at these remaining hours, the main priority in expenditure the government is going to spend.  I just want to say briefly here that let us fairly represent our people so that the appropriation that is going to come will be a gift to our people of Solomon Islands.  

Some of us, you might say in here joked and called us names.  If you get down to Point Cruz at this Christmas season you will see the basic needs of the people, which are of very high demand.  And this is the need of our people to travel back to the main areas they come from.  Let me remind us all here that let us think of our people because we are a country of scattered islands, and many times we overlook this.   All of us in here have seen at these dying hours our people who are with us, but we are not taking it seriously.  I am talking in here about infrastructure.  

Please, the national government, at this very important time think about national shipping.  I can prove it in this House and say that this is a country of scattered islands.  It is very important for the Ministry of Infrastructure to take into account our people’s needs to develop and bridge our scattered islands so that our people can travel to and fro.  This is the reality and practicality of the bottom up approach.  That is the practical side of it.  

I am sure some people out there might be saying he is talking about the Shortlands shipping company.  No, I am talking here about the reality of services to be given to people down there, and that we must cater for their needs.  Thank you MP for Savo/Russells for supporting me on this, and I am sure he will support again.   

Mr Speaker, the true spirit of partnership with stakeholders.  Thank you, Minister for Finance, let us continue to encourage the business houses, encourage them to change and develop the face of Solomon Islands.  Whichever government comes into power, these are the very people it has to support in any good partnership.  Thank you for mentioning that.  

Economic development is repeated many times in here.  We are repeating all the good visions, good ideas that we say in here.  I would like to say to the new Prime Minister and new Cabinet Ministers, please continue to carry on the good work and business that other governments have already put in place.  Put the government policy on the holy table in the Cabinet and continue on with the good work.  

Sometimes we come in here and say because I am in the government now I will ignore the previous government’s policies.  As someone representing my people I think that is not the right thing to do.   We however should continue on with the visions, and the policies of previous governments in order to continue on the good work for the betterment of our people and nation, Solomon Islands.  

Mr Speaker, the motion itself under Section 103 of the constitution allows us to do this.  This motion is very straightforward and therefore continue with the good work.  On behalf of my people I have no objection to this motion.   I only just want to remind us that this is a very important meeting as we come towards Christmas and I hope the government of the day now in power to serve the nation is going to be a Christmas gift to our people.  

The Bible states that faith without action is dead.  Even though we may have differences, political differences I would like to say here that those differences can be ironed out if we come, humble ourselves and forgive each other during this Christmas season so that the motion before us now is a Christmas gift to our people.  

Our people back in the villages do not understand our political differences.  And so I believe with this new leadership and with the support of new cabinet ministers, truly we can bring the joy of Christmas through this motion.  

Sir, I support the motion.

Mr AGOVAKA:  Mr Speaker, first of all I would like to also thank the Minister of Finance for this motion, a motion of resolution according to Section 103 of the Constitution.  

Before I debate this motion, Mr Speaker, I would also like to thank and congratulate the new Prime Minister, the MP for North East Guadalcanal, his Cabinet Ministers and this Government on behalf of my people and chiefs of Central Guadalcanal.  

Mr Speaker, I would also like to thank you for this wonderful book.  Our forefathers found this book here which made it possible for us to make this resolution so that government can continue its functions for our people.  

As the Minister for Finance rightly said, there are challenges and constraints in our country both economically and socially.  And I would like to ask every citizen to take responsibility of our destination - our destination to work hard for the betterment for our people both socially and economically.  

The Government must function and services must continue - health services.  Next year in next month there will be students going overseas, schools will start and so education must continue and education services must continue.  

The productive sectors must also continue to function in the ministries.  The SIG - the government must continue to provide services, the Police Service must continue its work, the judiciary must continue its work, the Fire Services, the Civil Aviation and the Public Service - representatives of the government machinery.  It is because of this that I support this motion or this resolution to appropriate funds in the next four months.  
Mr Speaker, since I will be speaking again on the Sine Die motion, I once thank again the Minister for Finance for this Resolution, and I beg to support the motion. 

Mr NUAIASI:  Mr Speaker, thank you for allowing me to contribute to this important motion which before us. I would like to extend congratulatory message on behalf of my people of West Are Are, to the elected Prime Minister, his Cabinet Ministers and Backbenchers.  

Mr Speaker, whilst this is a constitutional requirement under Section 103(1), as a practical person who always seems to come across peak periods in the first quarter of the year, hence under section 103 of the constitution there is a certain limitation in allocating finances towards the operational part.   

For us honorable Members of this important Chamber, it is always good for us to think seriously about development then we might as well re-look at the section there so as to ensure there are enough funds at the beginning of the year or otherwise all of us, the 50 Members of Parliament should now try our best to ensure the budget is debated the year before the following year comes into place.  

I am saying this because many of our activities, and we all have experienced that in the first three months the government would have overspent and when March comes there is always an overspend of the constitution again and we will go back to the constitution always and refer to it.  

Mr Speaker, this is, in fact, maybe one of the reasons that hinder development from taking place in Solomon Islands because it is the first three months that people would like to work hard.  I am not too sure but that is my own opinion.  Therefore, whilst I agree with section 103(1) of the Constitution which empowers the Minister of Finance to move a resolution in this honorable Chamber, I would like to ask all of us to be more serious to look at means and ways in which have come across the experiences of the first three months as being peak period months, for example school fees for students going to schools and provincial governments passing their budgets and so forth.
I would like to thank the Minister of Finance for using this extra ordinary section but maybe in later years of our meetings, we should be seriously thinking about this so that we address this section and we address the peak periods that are piling up in the first three months that we always experience.  

Without further comments, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Mr BOYERS:  Mr Speaker, I will be brief.  First of all, I would like to appreciate the Minister of Finance for bringing this resolution before Parliament at Christmas Eve to enable the Government deliver services in the New Year.  

This resolution motion is supported 100% by the people of Solomon Islands and therefore it should be brief. 

In considering the resolution to expend revenues from the consolidated fund not exceeding this financial year, and in the light that next year there will be growth and therefore there should be surplus in finances and revenue at the end of the next four months irrespective of the position of what is during the year when expenditures will level themselves out.  I believe the government is in a very comfortable position to be able to deliver the services required of this nation.  

I too would like to join my colleagues in supporting the Minister of Finance’s aspirations and to encourage him also to be accountable so that we would be able to look forward with new hope where  we have a government that delivers its services to meet its commitment of accountability in 2008.  

With those few words, I support the motion.

Mr BOSETO:  Mr Speaker, I rise to make a brief contribution to the motion.  First of all, I thank the Minister of Finance because, as usual, if we are not able to prepare appropriation bill, there must be a resolution like this to empower the Minister of Finance to spend money in not more than what we have been spending in the first part of this year.  


Sir, I also take the floor on behalf of the people of South Choiseul Constituency to thank our new Prime Minister for taking up that very responsible office with a lot of challenges ahead.  However, I am happy because almost half of our group, who have started the term are there on that side and so in relation to policy issues like the bottom up approach, opening up of customary land to empower the rural people to participate in economic development, for all those, I believe we are together.


I believe within the first three months of 2008, there would already be priorities put in place for urgent matters such as rehabilitation and reconstruction of Western and Choiseul Provinces tsunami affected areas, which is very urgent.  Therefore, I hope and I believe that our new government will be very sensitive to look at the priorities that have already been identified and recognize them so that it does not have to wait for the Appropriation Bill but the executive government is able to divert perhaps some of the monies to focus on the area of priorities.  That is my personal way of looking at it.


The bottom up approach, to me, has many dimensions.  We can share in the process of state government, what we used to call together before you resigned the “indigenization of democracy”, recognizing the leaders, decentralization of capacity building, all these are part of the bottom up approach.  In that, I believe policy-wise we would be able to work together, perhaps may be not so much at the national level but the implementation level with our people.  

I believe in relation to land issue the whole Lauru through the Lauru Land Conference of Tribal Community is set.  If we are recognized, as I said earlier in the debate of the motion of no confidence, I mentioned the three pillars of what we called ‘popoloto’ to put in order the whole of Lauru.  We say wisdom is necessary.  I believe we are in the age of wisdom but wisdom belongs to God.  
In this era of information technology, there are so many paper work, data collection, and in the midst of the so many things we collect we continue to ask God to give us wisdom, and the first pillar of our popoloto (put in order) in Babatana is “taroe nia vatovato ta popoloto”.  I would like my people of South Choiseul to listen to this because at the moment after our meeting in Nukiki, they are following up on this “Taroe nia vatovato ta popoloto.  

The second one is friendship or friendly which in Babatana is “vara kitaki ta turituri”, friendly in meetings, not arguing and accusing each other but be friendly, “vara kitaki ta turituri”.  The last one is consensus, which is “köke vato tavivina”.  Consensus is more traditional – that is how our ancestors reach their decisions.  It was not like the parliamentary voting system but they sit down, nodding their heads which means they reach consensus.  I hope we can adopt or take some of the wisdom of our ancestors to be adopted in our process of meetings so that our people do not just vote but they reach consensus - köke vato ta vivina.  

The policy of the Grand Coalition for Change Government, which you have now slightly changed the name but the name does not matter very much.  If we are people of principle then I hope we can work together, may be not at the national but at the bottom up approach and I will be there to meet the implication of the bottom up approach.

Thank you for the opportunity on behalf of my people and I congratulate all our Ministers and the Members of the new government.  We pray that God will continue to lead us together that we have been able to follow our leader, our newly elected Prime Minister.

With those few remarks, I support the motion.

Mr WAIPORA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this chance to speak very briefly on this Resolution Motion, which is required by Parliament to pass today.


Mr Speaker, I will not dwell on the Resolution as it is a straightforward requirement of the Constitution and so I cannot dwell on any lengthy discussions on it.  As I said it is a normal requirement of the constitution to make it this way, and so I do not have any difficulty supporting this motion.


Mr Speaker, I rise up purposely to speak on behalf of my people of West Makira Constituency and to extend their best wishes and greetings to the new government, which we see it as a Christmas present to Solomon Islands.  Mr Speaker, we are encouraged indeed to hear the address of the Prime Minister to the nation informing the nation with confidence that this government would do all its best to do what this country requires within the next two and half years when it is in power.


Mr Speaker, we are very encouraged because at last we have a high caliber and high manpower government in the history of this country.  As the Prime Minister rightly said in his address after his election he has three former Prime Ministers in his team, he has several Deputy Prime Ministers in his team, he has several former Leaders of Opposition in his team, and he has well trained and experienced Ministers, headed, of course, by one of the highest qualified citizens of Solomon Islands.  In that regard, we in West Makira people have very high hope for this government to carry out its policies effectively as advocated.


Mr Speaker, the people of West Makira and the whole of Makira at large, as someone who has been serving in your profession as a teacher, I must extend to you their best greetings.  It is their wish and hope that you will steer the ship, as said by the media, courageously through rough storms and weather in the next two years.  
Mr Speaker, I do not wish to speak on this motion but I mainly would like to give to this new government my best wishes and Christmas greetings.  I hope that every one of us will work together for the betterment of this country.  There may be failures and errors that have been done by the previous government but let the public say it.


Mr Speaker, with those few remarks, I support the motion.

Hon TOZAKA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me to briefly contribute to this motion moved by the Minister of Finance.  

Mr Speaker, this motion, as other colleagues have already mentioned is a formality for us to pass because of requirements of the Constitution.  The postmortem remarks made by certain Members on the other side of the House need not to be mentioned basically because all of those remarks are now water under the bridge.

Mr Speaker, the remark I would like to make in my contribution to this motion is my acknowledgement and my appreciation of the system and the function of our government machinery in our country.  I really acknowledge the system that is alive and functioning.   

The former government, Mr Speaker, has decided to take various options, one of which is the option it has taken and this side of the House and the other side have decided to challenge the constitution and both sides of the House have taken leadership responsibility in dealing with the challenge.  I think we have been very successful and therefore we need to congratulate ourselves, the 47 Members of Parliament for being able to come together at this time of the year, which is Christmas Eve.  Most people have already gone back home but we have taken the responsibility and the leadership challenge imposed upon us as custodians of the constitution, and also custodians of all our communities and our constituencies. 

I would like to further emphasize that we have a system that functions, a government system that is indeed functioning.  What we need to do now is to further empower it, further strengthen it, and I am very pleased that this side of the House has decided to take that challenge, undergo that challenge in our various policies that will be undertaken in respective ministries.

With this remark, Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the Honorable Minister of Finance for this motion, especially the public officers, public service generally, the permanent secretaries, which I believe that today is their last day of work.  Most of them have worked over time to produce this very important requirement for government to pass before we go for out for Christmas, and so I would like to thank them very much. 


Without this resolution, Mr Speaker, all of us are aware that there will be no pay for teachers, doctors, nurses and no services for the provinces.  That is exactly what we are doing now to allow the Minister of Finance spend money from now until the four months of next year.

Sir, with those remarks, I support the motion.

Hon HAOMAE:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, I shall be very brief.


Mr Speaker, I too would like to contribute to the motion moved by the Honourable Minister of Finance.  In so doing, Mr Speaker, I would like to use this opportunity to thank the Minister of Finance for moving this important motion pursuant to Section 103(1) of the National Constitution.


At the outset, Mr Speaker, allow me to register a word of congratulation on behalf of the chiefs and people of Small Malaita Constituency to the Honorable Member for North East Guadalcanal for his elevation to the high station of Prime Minister.  I wish him and his family well in the days ahead.  It will be remiss of me as well if I do not take this opportunity to also congratulate members of the new government, the Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement.


Mr Speaker, the circumstances that led to the formation of the new government are now part of our history.  The fact that the country has a new government is a normal part and parcel of the democratic system that Solomon Islands has adopted.  It is a clear and solid manifestation of democracy being alive and at work in this country.


Mr Speaker, in this vein I would also like to take advantage of this opportunity to pay tribute to the work being done by the former Grand Coalition for Change Government led by the Honorable Member for East Choiseul in the last 20 months.  It is my sincere wish that we will move on and work together for the development of Solomon Islands.


Mr Speaker, the Grand Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement Government will embark on foreign policy that is based on mutual and reciprocal respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and non interference in the affairs of other countries.  We expect other countries to do the same to Solomon Islands.


The foreign policy strategy is to conduct a foreign policy that is cost effective and realistic, not adventure.  Whilst we are mindful of the realities of geopolitical situations and undercurrents, we will place emphasis on functional cooperation, not instrumentalization. 


As alluded to by the Honourable Prime Minister, the Government will move quickly to foster and strengthen our cordial relations with the Forum Member Countries, including members of the Melanesian Spearhead Group, Australia, New Zealand and other regional members of the Forum.


I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge and recognize the contributions made by the Forum Countries with the presence of RAMSI in Solomon Islands.  We will also take measured steps to renew our friendship with Asian countries including Japan and the Republic of China on Taiwan.  We will seek to further develop and strengthen our friendly relations with Taiwan.


We value our friendly ties with the United States and other countries of the European Union.  We will work to strengthen our bilateral relations with the United States of America and the European Countries with which we have diplomatic relations with.


On the multilateral front, we will seek to work closely with the United Nations, the Commonwealth, the European Union, the ACP and other International Organizations of which Solomon Islands is a member.


I also wish to take this opportunity, Mr Speaker, to record our sincere appreciation for the assistance given to Solomon Islands through our development partners.  We will continue to work closely with them in our endeavor to develop Solomon Islands.


Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me the opportunity to take the floor.

Hon Rini:  Mr Speaker, I would like to thank all Members of Parliament, both from the government side and also the Opposition for contributing to this very important motion.


Mr Speaker, this motion is a very simple motion.  It only asks us to empower the Minister for Finance to authorize money from the consolidated fund before the Appropriation Act of 2008 comes into place.


Mr Speaker, we all know that the 2007 Appropriation Act expires on the 31st December, and because the Appropriation Act 2008 is not yet brought to Parliament, this Resolution is asking Parliament that before the 2008 Appropriation Act comes into operation, we authorize the Minister of Finance to spend money from the consolidated fund to meet government services.  This is simply what this resolution is asking for.


Mr Speaker, I would like to assure this House that services, like other members have alluded to as will be disturbed will not be disturbed.  Provinces will still get their grants, overseas students will still be sent back to their various places of education, public servants will still get their pay, Members of Parliament will still get their pay and government services will still continue.  I would like to assure Members of Parliament and also the public that government services will not be disrupted.


Mr Speaker, some Members talked about projects.  If these projects are in line with the amount the government is going to spend within the first quarter then they will be funded.  But if they are not in line with the previous year’s level of spending then they will not be funded until the 2008 Appropriation Act comes into force.


I would also like to assure this honorable House that the Ministry of Finance will control spending within the first quarter of next year.  We will ensure that we do not overspend the level stated in this resolution.


With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I beg to move.

The Motion is passed

MOTION OF SINE DIE
Hon SIKUA:  Mr Speaker, I rise to move this motion of sine die in this honorable House for debate.  In doing so, Mr Speaker, let me say that the timing of the motion is rather awkward only because of the events of the past five weeks.


On the one hand, Mr Speaker, we can say that it was unfortunate for the country to have undergone such a difficult time.  On another, it can be best assured that the experiences of the past few weeks have landed us with a solid base to move forward.


Mr Speaker, the Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement (CNURA) as the name suggests is founded on the broad pillars of national unity and rural advancement. We believe in the unity of our sovereign nation, Solomon Islands.  We believe in the empowerment of rural development and our rural people.  We believe in advancing the needs of the disadvantaged and other vulnerable groups in society.  
Mr Speaker, at the very core of CNURA Government policies are the people of Solomon Islands.  We are people committed, we are people centred and we are people focused.


Our ultimate goal, Mr Speaker, is to improve the livelihood of the people of Solomon Islands.  My Government in this regard recognizes the contributions of our donor communities, development partners, non state actors including the churches, business houses and resource owners.


The Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI) has also contributed a lot to the development of our beloved country, and CNURA Government recognizes the value of RAMSI in our country.


Having said that, Mr Speaker, I recognize that in this particular meeting time is of essence, time is a valuable asset and so I do not wish to deprive other Members of Parliament of their right to speak on the motion of sine die.


With that, Mr Speaker, I beg to move.

The motion of sine die is open for debate

Mr KENGAVA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to briefly contribute to this very important motion.  I would like to thank the Honorable Prime Minister for moving this motion, giving Members of Parliament the opportunity to say a few words at this Christmas Eve where we will all have a break ready for next year.


First of all, I would like to say that Parliament owed a lot to the people of Solomon Islands.  People of this nation in the last two months have been waiting, watching and worrying of what is going to happen to this nation.   In the midst of the political turmoil people have been very patient.  I am very proud of how the people of Solomon Islands behave.  They know this country is theirs and so they gave all the support and prayers to see the political turmoil over the last month or so now resolved.


Mr Speaker, I think we must especially appreciate and commend people in the rural areas.  We, in Honiara have access to the print media, radio, television - a lot of information but people in the rural areas only get information through others of the situation in this country.  Their patience and silence does not mean they are not worried about their country.  So we must commend them for their patience for allowing us Members of Parliament to bring this country back to normalcy once again.


I think all responsible people, Mr Speaker, have played their part during the political turmoil that we went through, especially the non government organizations, the churches, the provincial assemblies and also individuals.  We, the politicians also played our part, which is Solomons politics that your mouth is saying one thing but your heart is saying a different thing.  That is the style of politics we have right now.


Nevertheless, Mr Speaker, we politicians being responsible as we were and are at the moment, have resolved the situation last Thursday and a new government was formed, the Coalition of National Unity and Rural Advancement Government.  Here I would like to personally congratulate the new government under the leadership of the Prime Minister, my good colleague.  
At this juncture, Mr Speaker, I think I would like to say a few things, just words in passing.  I would like to say something in passing that if we have ears we can listen but if not just forget it.


Seeing a new government now in power we must not forget that there is very high hope and very high expectations from the people of this country.  That is the message I want to put across.  After going through a lot of problems in the past month, and reviewing the work that the Grand Coalition for Change Government as being not the best, people are now putting their hopes and expectations on the Coalition of National Unity and Rural Advancement Government. With that expectation I hope the whole nation is behind the government and behind this nation.  We must use this full support that we have right now.  
The support that people have for this government is not support in politics, but they are in support of the kind of economic development and the kind of social services this government is going to provide to them in the next four months, 12 months or the next 24 months.  

I think the media have also played their part very well during the last month.  They played very well that one can easily tell which group in this House they support. I hope the media would also play their part very well also as watchdogs on the performance of the new government, which is the role of the Opposition.  They must play the same role and the same stance they take otherwise the media would be seen as impartial in its activities and this would not be good for this country.  
Sir, we all know what has happened to other countries that the media can bring down a government and it can build up a government.  It can bring down a nation and it can rebuild a nation.  That is the power of the media today, and we have just experienced this in last few weeks.


Sir, many Solomon Islanders, about 70% is my assumption, are very silent about the political situation occurring in this country.  But they are watching and waiting seeing one government coming in and another one going out.  Another one comes in and another one goes out but people are still waiting to see what we can offer and do for them.  Now that scenario has come into power I would like to encourage the government to take note of that very important support be given by our people, the importance of the high expectation and high hope they have and so we must do something to fulfill this waiting situation that people, especially in the rural areas now have.  

At this outset, Mr Speaker, I would like to remind us of history because some people tend to ignore history.  Some people in here may question and ignore history and so I would like to remind us that history is the picture that we can turn back and look at.  It reminds us of problems we might encounter sometime again in the future and so we must try to avoid it.  That is one important thing about history.  
I believe politics in Solomon Islands, Mr Speaker, also has its own history, particularly when we have political problems like what we have just experienced when a government is voted out of office or forced out of office and another one comes in.  There is some kind of history in the politics of this country for which I am very much interested in, which I want to share on the floor of this Parliament.

When the SIAC Government came into power in 1998 there were a lot of high expectations by people of this country - a lot of high hopes.  There was a lot of clapping and a lot of applause outside Parliament.  Everybody was saying this is the answer to Solomon Islands.  This is the God given government of Solomon Islands.  Two years later what happened?  It fell to pieces.  

The Kemakeza Government came into power in 2001, Mr Speaker, and when the Prime Minister then was declared Prime Minister not many people clapped.  People said it was a wrong government.  Nobody was really pleased with that leadership but yet it lasted four years, it brought in RAMSI, helped the country to recover from economic crisis, social services began to flow, and now we are enjoying what that government had put in place.  

Last Thursday we saw the formation of another government (CNURA) and there was a lot of expectation.  I only hope history does not repeat itself.  That is my message.  History is one thing and democracy is one thing.  They are not the same Mr Speaker.  
My message is not to spoil the government but I am trying to remind you not to ignore history.  My message is what CNURA can do so that it does not end up like the SIAC Government.  That is the point.  You must meet the expectation of the people.  

The politics of this country must not be on numbers game but it must be on party politics.  This is to avoid the kind of politics which has now become history in this country.  That is the message I want to put here across here.  
There are many challenges facing the new government.  Challenges which the last government left, some of which you may have already identified, and I am really looking forward – this side of the House, to working together with the government, in addressing RAMSI, addressing economic development and rural development approach, etc. 

I am happy that the Deputy Prime Minister is now the new Minister for Rural Development and Indigenous Affairs.   Here is a man who has a very successful organization in his constituency, and I am sure he can share some of his experiences to other constituencies.  These are the things I want to share at this sine die motion.  

I want to remind us again not to forget history, and the most important thing is that people have very high expectations with this new government coming into power.  I would like to urge the Ministers to support the Prime Minister very well.  He is the Prime Minister and you are the Ministers and so you must support him.  Only by doing so, you can get policies, programs and everything in place so as to meet the high expectations of our people so that they can be satisfied and would agree to see the government complete its term in office.

Sir, before I conclude, on behalf of my constituency, people of North West Choiseul, I would like to congratulate the Honorable Prime Minister for taking up this very important challenge, which I know he is very capable.  The success of a very capable man only depends on leaders that work around him.  On this, I congratulate the Cabinet and urge them to work closely with our Prime Minister so that my people can enjoy services and development that we all look forward to.  

Sir, as the new government comes into operation, I only want to make a point here that they must not overlook projects that have now started in Choiseul Province, especially the Choiseul Bay Township, the Agriculture Program, rehabilitation of tsunami victims, compensation claim of the people of North West Choiseul and many others.  Although there are no Choiseul Members of Parliament in the present government, I hope people of Choiseul will not be voted out of any programs to be included in the 2008 Budget.  

At this juncture, Mr Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate my people, North West Choiseul Constituency.  I know they also felt the pressure knowing their MP is also under political pressure here.  I would like to thank their understanding and their continued support on me during the last month when we had this political turmoil.  I think we have now succeeded in resolving the situation and we are now looking forward to work with the new government to make sure development and services reach my people.

Mr Speaker, at this juncture, I would like to wish my people in the constituency a Merry Christmas, God’s Blessings and a successful New Year 2008.  

In conclusion I would like to thank you Honorable Speaker, the Clerk and your staff for bearing with us.  I know it was a very difficult time for you and your staff as well.  

I would like to thank the new government for taking control of the situation as soon as you are formed.  I wish all of us Members of Parliament, the Government and people of Solomon Islands a Merry Christmas for meaningful governance in 2008. 
Thank you, and I support the motion.

Hon HUNIEHU:  Mr Speaker, now that I am the new Minister for Mines, Energy and Rural Electrification, I will try to keep within my territorial boundary, as I wish the people of Solomon Islands a Merry Christmas and hopefully a Happy New Year next year.

Mr Speaker, the previous speaker mentioned we must not raise false expectations in this Parliament when we make speeches when developing policies.  The new Ministry of Mines, Energy and Rural Electrification, I hope will be a drive in economic development in this decade.  We will be developing close partnership with other development ministries so that we can develop and implement a meaningful rural base policy.  This is for the advancement of our rural people.  


The Ministry of Mines, Energy and Rural Electrification, Mr Speaker, as you know has a big task ahead of it.  This country as you all know is rich in mineral resources and energy, and it is how we plan to exploit these resources for the advantage of the people of Solomon Islands that matters.  I hope that in the first three months of next year I will be developing a corporate plan to look at the short, medium and long term policies to implement resources for the benefit of our people.  I can assure this House and the people of Solomon Islands that this government will be able to do that.  

We will be looking at existing projects to see where the previous government has left and try to review what we can do to advance those projects to their stage of implementation. We will look at hiccups and obstacles to these proposals and see where we can advance quick results within the context of the new Government’s development policies.


Mr Speaker, the people of Solomon Islands must not only expect the government to do everything on this mining sector of this country.  I think there must be partnership between the government, the development partners who have the financial resources to invest here and resource owners of this country.  We must not raise high expectations that the government is going to deliver everything or that the foreign investor is going to do everything. No, Mr Speaker!  We as resources owners must play our positive parts as we endeavor to develop policies that will help resource owners, stakeholders and the government to realize benefits on behalf of our people.  


As I have said, Mr Speaker, I believe that the mining sector and the Ministry of Mines, Energy and Rural Electrification will be the main driver of the economy in this next decade.  I wish to appeal to every people in Solomon Islands, Members of the Opposition Group and the Government to work together in partnership so that we can address these issues in a meaningful way.  

I know we can open up a few more mines in this country.  This country has wealth in all the provinces.  There is nickel in Isabel, there is bauxite in Rennell, gold in Guadalcanal, iron elsewhere, nickel in Choiseul Province and there is also an enormous supply of minerals in Malaita.  Let us all work together.  As I have said my Ministry will be developing policies that will establish the base for new growth in the mining sector.  

On the renewable sector, Mr Speaker, this has become one of the most well publicized international issues - renewable energy.  This is affecting the economic growth of this country so much so that we must not pay lip attention to renewable energy in this country.  Our country is an island nation scattered by the expanse of ocean and it is my prediction that 50% of wealth generated by rural people is spent on transport, air fares to fly, electricity, kerosene and therefore if we do not adequately address the issue of renewable energy, I would like to warn Solomon Islanders that instead of this country advancing forward in the field of development we will be advancing backward.

One third of our import accounts for import of oil, Mr Speaker, and this is an enormous amount of money spent on fuel.  We therefore must do everything possible with our corporate partnership to address this issue.  This is why in my first speech as the new Minister for Mines and Energy I am forewarning Solomon Islanders not to expect too much but ask all of us to work together with the government.  

Mr Speaker, on renewable energy we will be looking at ways of helping people in rural areas to achieve their goals.  We will be looking at how we can develop micro hydro projects in the rural areas.  We will be looking into how we can make solar power accessible at affordable conditions to people in the rural areas.  We will be looking at other mediums of renewable energy such as wave, thermal and others. It is also very important that we develop the right policies to do it.  
That is what I want to say in terms of what I think and know that we will be embarking on in my new Ministry.  I hope that anyone in the general public who wants to offer advice on how to achieve some of these objectives.  We welcome every body’s comments and written submissions to the Ministry of Mines Energy and Rural Electrification. 

We will be looking at establishing a renewable energy advisory council, people from the private sector who are stakeholders in this industry to assist the government on how to implement this policy.


With those few remarks, Mr Speaker, I would like to conclude by just sending season greetings to my people in East Are Are Constituency.  I hope and believe as you celebrate Christmas with your families in your villages you will enjoy the celebrations of this festive and traditional season.


To people in Solomon Islands who are also celebrating Christmas, I give you warm greetings on behalf of my people of East Are Are Constituency.


With your indulgence also, Mr Speaker, I wish to say how sorry I am to hear one of the paramount chiefs in my constituency passed away a few days ago.  This chief has worked hard in developing the customs, cultures and traditions in that constituency, and so may his soul rest in peace.  
I would like to take this opportunity also to congratulate the MP for North East Guadalcanal for his successful election to the position of Prime Minister. 

With those few remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Hon GUKUNA:  Mr Speaker, I stand to make very brief contribution to this sine die motion.  I would like to thank you very much for allowing me this opportunity to be able to do so.


As you are all aware, we have a brand new Prime Minister this morning, and I would like to thank him for introducing this motion of sine die.  This is a motion that will end a parliament year that has been very extraordinary because this year alone we have managed (47 of us) to jam pack this Parliament for the last 12 months in just about the entire history of this country with motions, politics, lobbying, bills, let alone the sad fact we have lost three of our colleagues over this same time period.


As you know too, Mr Speaker, we have a new government.  As active Members of the former Opposition Group we spent the last months warning the last government, especially its leadership style that decisions it was taking were not made in the interest of this country.  The government then especially its leadership simply brushed us aside and it was able to do so because it had the number.  As you know, Mr Speaker, that number ran dried five weeks ago caused by the same issues we have been raising over the last 18 months.


Mr Speaker, had the last government listened to us, to the Churches, to our Church Leaders and listened to our people it would have still remained in office for sure.  Mr Speaker, the last government had itself only to blame for its downfall.  
During the last motion of no confidence the honorable colleague MP for Rendova/Tetepare had the audacity to label the then Opposition Members as irresponsible.  And in doing so he made specific mention of the honorable MP for Rennell/Bellona.  I would like to say this to my honorable colleague that if there is any MP in this Chamber that should appreciate all MPs in this House, it is the MP for Rendova/Tetepare because we saved him from the laws of this country and for this he should appreciate each MP in this House for helping and saving him.  

If I were to be honest here, Mr Speaker, my participation in that act of salvation has been the most irresponsible thing I have ever done in this House in the last 18 months.  The last motion of no confidence was the most responsible thing I have ever done to participate in that particular motion.  

Sir, allow me now to thank your good self for guiding us and this House over the past months.  Thank you very much and of course your hard working staff for looking after us and for making things possible for us in this House.

Mr Speaker, I wish to take this special moment to express my sincere gratitude to my people of Rennell/Bellona.  Wherever you are this morning, I wish you all the best especially my people who are celebrating Christmas and New Year in our beautiful islands, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and take care we will see you next year.  

Mr Speaker, as Minister responsible for tourism, I take this time to also wish all tourists in this country and those who are visiting us from abroad a very Merry Christmas.  Thank you very much for choosing to spend your Christmas here with us.  I wish you well as you continue to travel to 2008.

Mr Speaker, thank you again, and I support this motion.

Hon TAUSINGA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for the opportunity to briefly make my sine die remarks marking the end of the final parliament meeting of 2007.


Mr Speaker, I do not propose to talk about policy issues neither do I want to talk about new issues or issues that have been debated.  Perhaps what is of interest to me most is to bid each and every one of us farewell for the end year of 2007.  But before I wish all colleagues a happy Christmas and a blessed New Year, I would like to formally congratulate the MP for North East Guadalcanal for being successfully voted to the Prime Ministership position of this country of ours.  

Your ascending to that position is no accident neither can it be considered an error of judgment on the part of your colleague parliamentarians.  The qualification you possess, the public administration experiences you gained from your long public service and significantly the level of support rendered to you in the selection process are all testaments of your suitability.  

On behalf of the people of North New Georgia I pledge to work together with your government and in particular the rural development policies that you intend to implement in the remaining months of the life of this parliament.

Mr Speaker, much have been said about our past political impasse.  But we have resorted to the only provision the constitution provides that allows the House to solve that impasse.

Mr Speaker, yes, the events that unfolded in previous weeks were part and parcel of our democracy and therefore a common feature of the Westminster model that we adopt thus there is nothing new about it.  It happened in the past and it will happen again in the future as well.  But what I think it is important is that we must put the past away and focus our attention on the desires of our people, their participation in nation building as well as their welfare and need.  I am not suggesting that we directly provide for their welfare Mr Speaker, but rather to provide opportunity for them to care for their own welfare.  
The events of the past weeks, the political situation had indeed revealed a mentality that in my view signifies immaturity on our part as leaders of Solomon Islands.  My observation is a mentality that the government must only support constituencies whose Members of Parliament support the government.  This mentality must not be encouraged in our leadership.  We must not personalize the government and the leadership but rather we must develop the notion that leadership is fair judgment and fair judgment is equitable sharing and equitable sharing is leadership for all and all for leadership.  We must rise above emotion in order to make fair judgment and to remain focus for the development of our country.


Mr Speaker, the government that is in place now had contrasted itself from the ousted government and we have suggested our contrast in the public media as well as in the debate of the motion of no confidence.  That which stood out, Mr Speaker, of our contrast is that the government in place now would contrast itself by doing better than the ousted government.  Our contrast, Mr Speaker, we promised not only to do the right thing but also to do things rightly.  When we work towards replacing the ousted government and that we have successfully ascended to the government, let this contrast be our guiding principle in order to make difference in the lives of our people.

Mr Speaker, I wish to end by thanking yourself, your  family, your members of staff here in Parliament for the support and the facilitation of this meeting which indeed make the end of Parliament smooth as it can be.  Thank you very much indeed.  I thank the public servants for their continuous dedication in the running of the country.  I thank each and every Member for your understanding and support of each other in trying to lead this nation.

Finally, Mr Speaker, to all of you Members of Parliament and constituencies, I wish to extend on behalf of my constituency a very merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.  
Mr Speaker, I beg to support.

Mr TOSIKA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to speak on this sine die motion.  I am going to speak on behalf of my colleague Honiara Members since they are not here.  


Mr Speaker, first of all, I would like to congratulate the MP for North East Guadalcanal who is the Prime of Minister of Solomon Islands and also congratulate the Ministers who have been appointed as Members of Cabinet of the new government and backbenchers.  


Secondly, Mr Speaker, I would like to welcome my successor, the new Minister for Police and I urge the staff of the Ministry to give the same moral support you have given me to the new Minister.  I would like to thank the Ministry of Police, the Police Force and the Prison Service for helping me in fulfilling some of the aspirations of the government in the past two years.


Mr Speaker, I have no difficulty accepting this new government based on the fact that most of the Ministers on the other side were my former colleagues in the GCCG.  I wish them well in the next two years.  I hope with their ability they will move this country forward, which is a priority of our country.


Mr Speaker, one thing that really impresses me is the statement made by the newly elected Prime Minister when he said this government is people centred and will improve the livelihood of the people of Solomon Islands.  I understand the Prime Minister is from Guadalcanal and the Deputy Prime Minister is from Malaita.  At the outset, I believe that these two gentlemen will enhance the peace process to hold reconciliation between Malaitans and Guadalcanals.  I say this because of the statement he made that this government is people concerned and will improve the livelihood of people.  
What I am trying to say here, Mr Speaker, is that there is an existing MOU by companies in Guadalcanal saying that Malaitans are not allowed to work in these companies.  This is a pure discriminatory clause embedded in the MOU.  Just recently two Malaitans employed by Gold Ridge were sacked just because they are Malaitans.  This is not good and I hope the Prime Minister takes note of this and improve on it.  
Mr Speaker, there are also a lot of Malaitans squatting around the town boundaries under our constituencies.  I hope these Malaitans are not chased back to their places.  They should be encouraged to improve their livelihoods in those areas.  It is my sincere request to the government of the day to look into this and uphold the rights and the freedom of people in this country.


I also would like to take this opportunity to thank people in Honiara, especially the three constituencies in Honiara for their peacefulness and calmness during the election of the Prime Minister.  I urge them to stay calm and peaceful and allow the government of the day to rule the country.  It is the mandate of this Parliament that the Prime Minister elect is the Prime Minister of Solomon Islands.  I sincerely urge people who are living around the squatters in Honiara to uphold law and order at all times and respect the decision made in this Parliament.


With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I thank you for listening to us and your staff as well.  I also would like to take this opportunity to thank my constituents for their support and prayers during the past five weeks in which we have resolved the political impasse and that we now have a new Prime Minister.


With these few remarks, I support the motion.

Hon FONO:  
Mr Speaker, I also wish to thank the Honourable Prime Minister for moving this motion allowing Members to contribute echoing our season’s greetings since we do not have time to do so due to circumstances we have come through in the last month.


Sir, at the outset I would like to praise our Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of our lives.  Given the situation our nation went through, Christians know that God is still on the Throne and He remembers His own people.  Therefore, Solomon Islands as a nation went through this political turmoil and we have eventually resolved it on the floor of Parliament.  Therefore, I would like to sincerely thank all churches and all Christians throughout the country for praying for the leadership of our nation and the result is divine providence of our Master.  I believe we should accept it without questioning ‘why’.  


Mr Speaker, I have confidence on the leadership of the government that is formed.  This government is blended with experienced politicians, some of whom are now four to five terms in Parliament.  Although some of us may be new on this side of the House, the blended experiences that we all have will allow the government to work in governing the affairs of our nation.


Mr Speaker, although quite a lot of people question the policies of this new Coalition, as I have stated in media reports, we cannot launch our policies whilst there is an existing government (GCCG).  Only when the old government goes out before we will launch our policy.  I want to make this known so that the nation is clear on the policies of the Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement.  
Mr Speaker, this grand Coalition will certainly launch its policies next month.  Much of the policies will take into consideration the policies of the various political parties making up this Coalition.  Much of the policies will be taken from parties that formed the outgoing GCCG government.  So there is not much difference in terms of the much talked about bottom up approach.


Mr Speaker, one of the reasons why the Prime Minister put me in the Rural Development and Indigenous Affairs Ministry after having discussions with him is because it is a very important Ministry which I will do my best to form the basis of the development approach that we need for our country in terms of rural development.  That is why the outgoing Minister of Rural Development pointed out that the MP for Central Kwara’ae was given the right Ministry because I invited him to come to my constituency to see what is going on there.  And I encourage others to make exchange visits to see what rural developments are taking place in our constituencies because we could learn a lot from such a visit. 

Mr Speaker, on national projects, which the outgoing Minister for Agriculture was trying to put a last minute statement on the media, a political propaganda that only GCCG can implement national projects on Malaita, I am really surprised with that statement because I think the colleague Minister does not understand how national projects work.

Mr Speaker, let me assure the people of this nation that national projects whether they be in Malaita, Choiseul, Central Islands, Isabel, Temotu or Guadalcanal will be implemented by any new government.  They will be taken onboard and implemented because they are best for this nation.  Those are not only projects of the outgoing government because these projects started well before the last government came into power.  Those projects will be implemented by any new government.  Let us not confuse our people.  I strongly object that sort of statement.  
These are national projects and the government will surely allocate funds towards these national projects.  These projects should not have been allocated very small amounts like what the previous administration has done. How can Bina Harbour be implemented with only $400,000?  No, Mr Speaker, we need to be serious and allocate funds towards these national projects.

In as far as the TOL which the MP for West Honiara raised, Mr Speaker, I made a statement earlier on that this issue was politicized by none other than I believe agents or supporters of the Honiara Members of Parliament that the Prime Minister of the new government is from Guadalcanal and so he is going to chase out TOL occupants.  That is wrong, Mr Speaker.  The Prime Minister cannot make any decision to that effect by himself.  Any decision has to be collective Cabinet decision.  
Let me assure people of this nation that we will consider whatever policies surrounding TOL land on the outskirts of Honiara.  This is a people centred government as echoed by the Honourable Prime Minister and so we will take into consideration such issues and having dialogue with the Guadalcanal Provincial Government, our original landowners.  

Mr Speaker, these issues will certainly have Cabinet decisions made on them.  Not just because the Prime Minister is from Guadalcanal that he is going to make decisions on his own.  No, Mr Speaker, it has to be collective decision by Cabinet.  
Let me assure people settling on TOLs that we are also concerned about you.  We cannot just chase you like what has happened in some parts of the world.  Not at all, Mr Speaker.  This is also a responsible government like the former Prime Minister always alluded to that his government is a responsible government and so now that his time is over and this is our time so we will also be responsible.  We will make responsible decisions in Cabinet.

Mr Speaker, to allow justice to other colleagues who would like to contribute as it is Christmas Eve now, I would also like to pass on my seasons greetings on behalf of my constituency and my humble family to His Excellency the Governor General.  I know he is having holidays now in his home island of Ulawa but may the seasons of Christmas be a blessing to his Excellency, the Governor General and his family.  I wish you all of God’s blessings throughout this festive season and a happy prosperous New Year 2008. 

Mr Speaker, greetings also to your good self and your family, the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and staff of Parliament for your tireless efforts in making sure that Parliament business continues.

Mr Speaker, I want Parliament to look at amending our Constitution so that you have the power to call Parliament to meet.  This is to avoid calling of Parliament resting solely on the Prime Minister.  I say this because when it comes to the situation where the Prime Minister does not have the number he will deliberately delay Parliament.  That has been the case when he was unable to fill the seats and so he delays Parliament so much so that we should not have met today, we should meet on the 31st December.  I would like this to be considered in future Parliament meetings.  
Mr Speaker, I wish you and your staff Christmas greetings and a prosperous 2008 where we will all continue to work together for the good of our nation.

To the newly elected Prime Minister and his family, seasons greetings from myself, people of my constituency and my humble family, we congratulate you for elevating to that top post.  A lot of people questioned me as to why I did not run for the prime minister’s post.  I made my position very clear that I am very supportive of the Prime Minister elect and I will give him my full support as his deputy in government.

Also colleague Cabinet Ministers, congratulations.  I wish you all God’s blessing during this festive season.  We are hoping for a prosperous 2008.  
Also to the outgoing Prime Minister and now the Leader of the Opposition, please sir, accept my apologies if any statements I have made in the past may have hurt you, but I am always reminded of a statement by the late Solomon Mamaloni, the former Prime Minister several times that in politics there are no permanent friends and enemies.  Whatever we say in this Chamber might hurt someone but that does not mean to create enmity between us, not at all Mr Speaker.  Mr Speaker, I would like to say to my outgoing Prime Minister and now the Leader of the Opposition, you have shown to the nation your leadership over the last 18 or 20 months or so and whatever people may say reflect their belief or description on your leadership style.  Accept my sincere apologies on behalf of my family and my constituents if I may have said anything that hurts you.  As a national leader I want to see our nation unite and prosper for the benefit of our people.

Mr Speaker, to all public servants, teachers, nurses, police officers, disciplinary forces, I sincerely thank you all for your commitment in supporting the government of the day.  I call on you to continue to support this new government because any government that is democratically elected is the government of Solomon Islands.  I thank you for your continued support and wish you all God’s blessing at this festive season.

To RAMSI and PPF officials, I also wish to thank them for their contribution in making sure law and order is enforced.  That was quite evident in the past week when Parliament was called to meet for the vote of no confidence and the election of the Prime Minister.  I wish to thank all of you, the ranks and files, the senior staff of the RAMSI Organization for your contributions.  We hope to work closely with you in the future.  I wish them good a merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Mr Speaker, seasons greeting also goes to the private sector and the business houses.  Thank you very much for your contribution.  You are the engine of growth and I believe that this new coalition government will formulate policies that would enhance private sector development in this nation.  We are also looking at creating incentives for excellent performance or striving for excellence in the various sectors of the private so that they create not only employment but they expand and increase their contribution to the government.  Without their taxes, we parliamentarians would not have been paid.   Without their taxes public servants and everyone would not have been paid.
Mr Speaker, I also wish to pass on seasonal greetings to the NGOs, the civil society and media organizations for they have a role to play in the governance of our nation.  Mr Speaker, I wish them well and hope to work closely with them and not criticize or refusing to meet with them.  I believe as a responsible government we should be open to their views and continue to work to serve whatever role they are playing.

Mr Speaker, the churches also need to be commended.  As I have said in my opening remarks, without their prayers we would not have come this far.  Christians throughout the nation have been praying for leadership and we should accept this leadership change that we now have.  Thank you Ministers, bishops, catechists and pastors of our local churches, thank you very much.  It is my sincere hope that this Christmas will be one that we reflect back on the true message of Christmas which is love, peace and forgiveness for our people.

Mr Speaker, our development partners including all diplomatic corps including government representatives who are here in Honiara have a role to play as our visitors or guests in the nation and we should continue to work together with them and not criticize them.  I believe this government will, within the first two or three weeks of next month, organizing a consultative meeting with our development partners so that policies are given to them so that our programs are taken onboard with the assistance they will be giving us.  
Mr Speaker, we should not refuse development assistance that donors are giving us.  Whilst we respect that we should be producing our own development assistance or funds, given the economic situation that we are going through without broadening our economic base, development partners are here to help us.  Sentiments that have been echoed on this floor seemed to be anti donors.  Which country in the world does not accept donor assistance?  
As a developing country we need to maintain relationship with donors so that they assist us wherever possible.  Of course when we put our house in order and broaden our economic base then of course the government would increase its revenue and thereby government will not depend entirely on donor assistance.  Mr Speaker, I wish to thank donors for their past contribution, and look forward to mutual cooperation with this new government.  At this juncture I also wish to pass on my season greetings to them and a prosperous 2008. 

Mr Speaker, I also do not forget my people of Central Kwara’ae.  I thank them for their understanding and thank them for their prayers.  They may have noticed that my last visit to the constituency was in October.  I have not been able to visit them because of the need to sort out the problem that our nation has been facing.  Now that the problem has been sorted out, I may take time off to visit you.  But even if I do not come to visit you because of commitment within the new government, please accept my sincere apologies and I also wish to convey to you my season greetings happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year 2008!

Mr Speaker, to one and all, I think the message of Christmas is very clear, and I would like to remind all of us to respect one another.  I think the Bible makes it very clear “Do unto others what you want others do unto you.”  If we have the virtue of respect for one another we will always live in unity, peace and harmony.  That is the message I would like to pass on to all citizens of our beloved nation, Solomon Islands.  Let us have respect of another and let us enjoy the Christmas season.  

With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Sir KEMAKEZA:  Mr Speaker, it would not be fair to me if I do not take this time to give my appreciation and greetings especially when we are at the eve of Christmas.  

But before I do this, I first of all would like to thank you, Mr Speaker, for this one day of meeting.  I also thank the mover of this motion, the Honorable Prime Minister.  

I also join the MP for Central Kwara’ae in thanking God for the prayers of all Christians throughout the country.  Wherever human beings end, as I always say, we leave it to God who has his own ways in settling conflicts, problems and the affairs of any country, community and individual.  Therefore, Mr Speaker, I am grateful that we have solved this problem although it has been quite sensitive and challenging but what is left of me is to say thank you to, not many but a few.  

First of all, I thank His Excellency for his firmness.  As custodian of the constitution, it is quite challenging for His Excellency especially when his decisions were questioned in a court of law.  Likewise yourself, Sir, where we believe that something you have thought of through your experience in the past holds water where we now come to the conclusion that all of us expects, and for that we owe you so much, especially leaders on this floor of Parliament.  

Sir, I also wish to thank the judiciary and also our lawyers both of the Government and also the Opposition for their independency and professionalism.  This only goes to show the judiciary as still functioning and the outcome of the cases before the nation has been solved according to the proceedings of the courts.  I would like to thank judges and lawyers of both sides of the House.  

The Solomon Islands Police Force has also acted professionally.  I believe that is what this nation expects, and that is ensuring law and order is maintained and proactive in ensuring before anybody commits crime, there is prevention and protection of life and property.  So I thank the Commissioner and the men under his command for the excellent job they have done.  

I also the Participating Force (PPF) also have my commendation. The supportive army officers through the National Coordinator, I thank them very much for the outstanding work they did in ensuring the state did not go through experiences we had experienced in the past.  
I also do not forget members of the public, especially residents of Honiara who deserve my appreciation for their understanding and tolerance.  It has been quite a challenging time but as law-abiding citizens they behaved very well and so I applaud them for their understanding in the times of ups and downs in our country.  

Mr Speaker, I also thank our families and supporters for their understanding and tolerance.  I am very grateful for the understanding of the Grand Coalition for Change under the leadership of my friend, the Leader of Opposition now.  Thank you for your understanding.   

Now it is only left for me, Sir, to comment on the point raised by the MP for North West Choiseul, which is quite important and that is the need for us to look at party politics.  It is necessary to revisit the organic laws before us to ensure party politics is brought up so as to avoid unnecessary lobbying that usually happens to other countries.  I think it is high time for us to revisit this idea.  

I believe this was in the program of past governments and as well as this government’s.  We will look at this matter critically so that what is happening now does not happen again.  For instance now the head of the PAP is on the other side and the tail is on this side.  He is my leader and he is the head but he is on the other side and the tail is on this side of government.
To be in politics let us be honest because history is history.  Yourself, Sir, has been a Prime Minister for two or three times before and you gave way for others to take on from where you left.  Some great leaders who have gone before us also did the same as well as other former prime ministers still alive today.  We must accept that our time has gone so let us allow others to continue to serve our nation.  
Sir, we must not create avenues to think that a post belongs to us forever.  No, that is a wrong assumption.  Any politicians should not think that I will always be a Minister or I will always be a Member of Parliament or I must be the Prime Minister always.  There is no history such as that, as you are already aware.  We must avoid this and remove this cloud that is always on the face of some of us to think this is my birthright.  No, Mr Speaker, it is not our birthright.  
Our birthright is what we have back in our homes, in our lands, and in our tribes.  I think that is our birthright.  What we have here is a system our country adopted through our constitution, and it does not end there.

If the governing system is wrong but even developed countries like America, Australia, New Zealand or the United Kingdom are still searching for a better governing system.  We will never stop talk about governing; it is an ongoing process.  We will finish and new ones will come in but it will continue on and on.  That is why the Deputy Prime Minister said that in politics we do not have permanent friends or permanent enemies.  This was the situation last time when we see the nine Ministers who defected that they belong to this side, and we on that side but they moved to this side.  May be in the next year or so or may be after the next election you will come back on this side and we will go across to that side.  That is what it is like.  So let us accept this as history and it will continue to be so.

Finally, Mr Speaker, I would like to send my Christmas greetings to the Governor General and his family, to yourself, Sir and your good family, the Clerk to Parliament, staff and their good families, the Chief Justice and all judges and provincial magistrates throughout the country.  
Congratulations also to the Prime Minister from the people of Savo/Russells.  Greetings also to the Ministers and your good families, the backbenchers, you deserve my congratulations, my Leader of the Opposition and Members of the Opposition, greetings from the people of Savo/Russells and that of my family and all of us.  

Greetings as well to the Churches, the business houses, development partners, the Police, RAMSI, traditional leaders, women and youths throughout the country, inmates in prisons, sick patients in our hospitals, public servants especially staff of my ministry and also the general public throughout the country Mr Speaker.  

Special mention goes to the people and leaders, great leaders of all levels of Savo/Russells.  My special Christmas greetings to you all wherever you may be.  Please celebrate this season and remember that we have a long way to go, great challenges ahead of us as we go towards next year 2008.  

With these Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Hon TORA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me to contribute very briefly on this motion of sine die moved by the Honorable Prime Minister.  

Let me first of all, Mr Speaker, make it clear to this nation and our good people that this Government of National Unity and Rural Advancement is your government.  I say it is your government because any government elected to power belongs to the people and not Members forming the government.  Mr Speaker, therefore this government is no exception as it belongs to the people.  

Mr Speaker, I will be very brief and would just like to congratulate the Honorable Member of Parliament for North East Guadalcanal for his election as new Prime Minister of this country on behalf of my chiefs and good people of Ulawa/Ugi Constituency.  I know that the task and responsibility ahead is a great challenge for him and our government but through only through the guidance and wisdom of God he can rule this country.

Mr Speaker, I would also like to express words of thanks to the outgoing Prime Minister and his former Ministers for leading this country and the government on behalf of the people for the last 18 months. I like to bid them a Merry Christmas with their families wherever they spend this Christmas whether in Honiara or in their respective constituencies, please accept my peoples’ best wishes throughout this festive season.  

I would also like to thank the Public Service who remained intact and neutral during the last four weeks or so during the political crisis.  I must commend the Permanent Secretaries and their staff in all the ministries for their loyalty and hard work.  

I also would like to thank all Churches for your prayers in ensuring peace and harmony prevails in the nation during our hard times. 

I would like to thank RAMSI, the PPF, RSIP and more so the Acting Commissioner of Police and your personnel for ensuring that law and order is maintained throughout the weeks passed.  

Mr Speaker, lest I forget I also would like to thank our development partners for without them we would not be able to see any changes in terms of economic and social developments in our country.  Thank you very much indeed for what you have spent on us.  

I would also like to thank the Trade Unions, the NGOs, the rural producers for contributing a lot towards our national economy.  Although leaders may see them as sitting back in the rural areas doing nothing, I believe they too contribute a lot towards our national economy.  

I would also like to thank leaders at all levels for their leadership role in leading their own people and groups they look after in all their fields.  Thank you for the good work and the good leadership.

I also would like to thank the Permanent Secretary and all staff in my Ministry, the staff of the National Disaster Council, the Electoral Commission and the Honiara City Council.  I look forward to working together in partnership with you to work to implement this government’s policies.  I take this opportunity now as your Minister to bid you and your families a Merry Christmas and a happy prosperous New Year 2008.

I would also like to thank your office, Mr Speaker, and your staff especially in ensuring this meeting materializes through all the preparations you have made with your staff.  I know it is history to this nation that Parliament meeting is held on Christmas Eve.  Everybody is looking forward to celebrate Christmas tomorrow and I so would like to put forward to our good people and citizens of this nation that wherever you may be, whether you plan to celebrate with your families, whether you plan to celebrate in your constituencies or the whole island as a group, I take this opportunity on behalf of my good people of Ulawa/Ugi wish you a Merry Christmas and may this Christmas be a peaceful one as all of us know Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace.  


I also would like to bid all my honorable colleagues in this honorable House my Christmas greetings.  I know that some of you will take a short leave after this meeting to go back to your constituencies or overseas.  I on behalf of my people would like to wish you a Merry Christmas as you join together with your families to celebrate Christmas.  I wish you all a prosperous New Year 2008.


Finally, Mr Speaker, I also take this opportunity to thank all my chiefs and good people of Ulawa/Ugi for their understanding and tolerance.  It is true that I have plan to share with you during this Christmas but as you are aware yourself all my good chiefs and people, I know you are aware of what had happened in the last five weeks or so.  But let me on behalf of my family as you celebrate this Christmas in your villages and in your constituencies, wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year 2008.  I look forward to working closely with you in the years ahead.  


With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Mr NUIASI:  Thank you Mr, Speaker, for allowing me to briefly speak on this important motion of sine die making it the last sine die for 2007.


Mr Speaker, I do not have much to say on this motion of sine die but just to recall and congratulate the past government for its performance up until now and to congratulate the new government that has just taken over the democratic process and looking forward to work with them in 2008.


Mr Speaker, for the last 18 or 20 months, I have been with my people in their decision to stay where I am.  When the political crisis came about, as a new Member of Parliament, I sit and watch to see and hear from my chiefs and people of West Are Are where I should go.  This has given me great experience in that although I am new to the Parliament, I sat and watch this political crisis which has shaken the whole country to a stage where all of us are saying it was a political and constitutional crisis.


Mr Speaker, there is not much for me to contribute at this motion of sine die does because it only leaves me to thank the previous administration and to congratulate the new administration and looking forward to working with them in 2008 when they come to finalize their programs of action.


As the Deputy Prime Minister explained in reply to my comments over the SIBC, it was just a reminder from a new Member of Parliament, and I appreciate he has taken note of it.  As far as I am concern, unless development projects on Malaita are established to the stage where they would create employment for our people, I do not think the things we talk about will be fulfilled because only development will pull back a lot of our youths back to Malaita as to concentrate working in their province.  That is why I am very concerned about these projects.  It was not propaganda but it was my intention that the new government takes note of my concern, and thank God that it did. 

To my people of West Are Are Constituency, tonight is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and all of us will be going to Church to celebrate this important occasion.  I ask all of us to pray for the new government to be more accommodative and to have vision to carry us forward through its program for the betterment of Solomon Islands.  
In saying this, Mr Speaker, I would like all of us to pray for the government so that all of us in Parliament should not see each other as different but work together in 2008 to achieve our programs so that Solomon Islands moves forward.


We have differences, Mr Speaker, and this is because leaders do not always agree on principles, and that is the problem we are facing.  We have our own ways of analyzing ideas; we have our own ways of trying to ensure our plans are carried forward which could be the same but we talk about them differently.  


Mr Speaker, I wish the Governor General and his family a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year 2008.  Yourself, Mr Speaker, for being patient throughout sitting with us, hearing us arguing with each other, sometimes controlling us like may be school boys and I admire you for your patience and tolerance.
To the Clerk and staff I thank you for your hard work in ensuring information we need in Parliament are at hand to us.  I thank the Public Service for your support in the 2006 April election until now.  I ask you to support the new government to ensure programs it comes up are carried forward for the betterment of our nation.

With these few remarks, I support the motion.

Mr SOGAVARE:  Mr Speaker, I too would like to contribute to this motion moved by the honorable Prime Minister on the floor of Parliament.  

In making this contribution, at the outset I join the rest of the colleagues on this side who have congratulated the Member for North East Guadalcanal.  It moved from North East Choiseul to North East Guadalcanal.  I think it is the time of us from the North East to lead the country and so I congratulate and reflect on what I mentioned earlier on when I first congratulated him when he was elected as the new leader of our country.  
As rightly pointed out by colleagues who have spoken, the sentiments raised that these posts do not belong to us but it is the property of the country.  Leaders come in and go, governing parties come and go, SIG remains - that entity called the Solomon Islands Government remain permanently.  Governing parties come and go and right now this new group comes in to take office, take custody of this entity called the Solomon Islands Government.


Sir, the Prime Minister is one person as president of Cabinet and as leader of the group.  He is only effective if he has the full support of his colleague Ministers.  Your authority as leader remains as such when that authority to rule and govern, your sitting down on that chair as Prime Minister continues to be recognized by your group.

I am saying this because I have the rugs fall under me by the very people who now moved across to give support to the new Prime Minister.  I just want to remind all of us that leadership is something that we should not take very lightly, but is something we should take very seriously because we exercise it on behalf of the country.  

As rightly pointed out by the Prime Minister in his opening remarks, it is unfortunate that the country has gone through events of the last five weeks.  The people who were really affected here are our own people, the ordinary people of this country that we always mention their names in here as ‘my people, and our people’.  Mr Speaker, when it comes to the way we exercise leadership on behalf of our people, but really something else takes control. 
Sir, I welcome a number of important statements made by the new Government.  The first one is the continuation of major national projects that continues to stand the test of every government coming into power.  They are very important projects, which in fact exist well before even the ethnic crisis too.  I think their importance comes out more very, very clear when the crisis happened in 2000.  I think this whole thinking of the importance of decentralizing important developments to other provinces has become very prominent.

I guess the first time the reason why the projects are slow is because we did not see their importance.  But now after the crisis, I think the central message that came out very clear from the ethnic crisis is to decentralize major developments to other provinces.  With that message continuing to ring in our ears, I hope that the new government will, as it said, continue to implement or make efforts to implement major national projects earmarked for the various provinces.  

I think the foreign policy outlined by the new Minister of Foreign Affairs needs to be recognized as well.  We welcome the decision of the new government on our relationship with the Republic of China.  I think it is a policy we welcome.  
Sir, our relationship with the ROC, as you know since you were involved in it right from the beginning is based on fundamental values and principles that we share in the international community, and for which a little country like Solomon Islands has its relationship with Taiwan, we simply cannot understand the way other bigger countries that talk so much about very important principles and values continue to deprive the rights of the 23 million people of Taiwan to be admitted to the family of nations.  
I would like to urge the new government to continue raise the voice of Solomon Islands as a country with the other 24 countries that have relationship with Taiwan to that international forum for them to see.  If we are prepared to spend billions of dollars to fight wars in the Middle East in the name of democracy, in the name of human rights, in the name of freedom, then here is a country, a group of people who deserve that recognition.  I congratulate the new government for that very responsible position.  

The foreign policy based on non-interference is welcomed because that is exactly what the last government that we led believes in.  We believe that Solomon Islands is a sovereign nation and it is our right to come up with policies, make statements and make our position clear to the world, of course fully recognizing that we are part of the world community and so whatever we do we share bigger issues that the rest of the world comes up with as members of the United Nations but when it comes to the issue of sovereignty it is a very sensitive area that we need to tread very carefully on.  And so the position taken by the new government is fully welcome and I hope we will see more clearly what this policy really means when the government comes up with its policy statements and strategies.  

Of course, the new government is not expected to come up overnight with its development policies and we fully appreciate the statements made by the Deputy Prime Minister that they must be given time to develop their policies.  But I think one thing is clear and the thinking of this side of the House and the new government is that there is not a big difference.  People centered, people focused are values and principles that we share because development is about people and is not about structures but it is about doing things that makes the lives of people to sit down properly. 
When our government took over we made it very plain and clear and I hope this is the position the new government will continue to take, and the position is that we have come through a very difficult time in year 2000 when the country actually collapsed in 2000.  
I always made the statement that any development strategies and policies that a government comes up with must take into account and take into consideration the reasons why the country collapsed in 2000.  That is very, very important.  If we do not do that we will be very, very irresponsible because policies come in and go inside this House, governments come and go with very, very good policies but in 2000 the rag was just pulled under the legs of everyone and the good policies and big things we have been talking about just evaporate.  
Sir, that is a time point in the history of this country that we should not forget.  The issues that drove this country down the path of the ethnic crisis here in 2000 must always be the prime focus of any government’s development strategies.  
Saying this is not an easy thing.  I hope we will still look at the Townsville Peace Agreement; the issues contained in that particular document, which in my view were irresponsibly shelved.  But if you look at it, the issues shelved were the very issues that continue to come up amongst our people.  The underlying issues that drive this country down the path of ethnic crisis in 2000 must be considered properly.  


Sir, as always the first victims when a new government comes into power are public officers, police and people giving support to a former government; this kind of attitude, but I want to believe that this new government is a responsible government when considering our public officers who are supposed to be neutral to serve any government of the day, especially with Police Officers, we must tread their part very carefully.  
Statements made to the effect of laying off some Police Officers who supported the old government is not a good thing to do because the discipline force by the nature of their work should be loyal to the government of the day and not to any other forces or any powers that purport to have the right to control this country.  If we take that kind of action just because some officers are loyal to the previous government then that action is taken for wrong reasons.  


Sir, I thank the Prime Minister for his response to the question without notice this morning on the case of the Attorney General, and that is he still has rights as an individual protected under the Constitution of this country.  I really appreciate the position taken by the government on the case of the Attorney General.  For the information of this House he has lodged an appeal against the decision of the High Court on the question of asylum and that matter would be heard before the Court of Appeal.  If the government sees the assistant with the position that the Prime Minister told Parliament today by allowing the judicial process to take its course, this side of the House has no problem with the position the government wants to take.  It is in charge now.  All this side of the House can do is to remind us of our obligation to International Human Rights Conventions, our Constitution and the laws of this country.  That is all we can do.  

Sir, we fully recognize the fact that Christians have been praying and I think the Deputy Prime Minister raised that in recognizing the sovereignty of God we should accept the outcome of results as guided by God.  Mr Speaker, only if we realize what is going on behind backdoors then may be we will change such statements because it is totally possible for human beings to frustrate God’s plans too.
This side of the House accepts the outcomes and results of votes and whatever in this House as leaders.  The apology by the Deputy Prime Minister is accepted.  As leaders we do not take such things personally.  As I said we do not own those things as they are the properties of the nation.  We are targets of focus, talks, and perceptions of people who look at us because we are public figures.   

Important words such as partnership, cooperation, commitment and integrity and such words are used in this House and I hope we will be serious about them too because those are the very words, terms and values that were really tested to the brinks in the last five weeks on where our commitments are.  What do partnership, cooperation, personal integrity and such words mean when they were really tested and tried to the very brinks and were actually found wanting as well on how we relate to those important values.

We have just passed the resolution, and that resolution is about people of this country and it is not about nothing we talk about here in Parliament.  It is about us, it is about people of this country in whose names we are taking these seats and debating issues that come into this House.  As a responsible government there is need to continue deliver services and continue to look after our people.  Thus this side of the House fully supports the resolution that was passed and we hope it will allow the government to continue deliver services to our people until the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008 comes before the House for deliberation.  

Sir, I do not want to comment on other issues raised in here.  My understanding of Solomon Islands politics reaches new heights during the last five weeks or so and I just simply it very, very difficult to understand the attitude of some people. 
Sir, I want to warn the new government and the colleagues supporting the Prime Minister that please if you have issues that you are not happy about, please go and see him, call him, sit down with him and tell him the issues you are not happy about and ask him to resolve it.  Unfortunately I was not given that opportunity by those people to come and sit down and discuss the issues with me.  I was shocked when all of a sudden they went across to the other side before they said they are not happy with me.  Not one time did those colleagues came and sit down to discuss those issues with me.  Anyway that is past and gone.  But I guess that is the nature of Solomon Islands politics and I am sad that if this is how we will continue to conduct ourselves as leaders of this nation, then I am sorry for this country.  Within a span of two years we have two governments.  This country is the victim of irresponsible leaders, irresponsible people elected to Parliament.  
This country went down in year 2000 all because of us leaders.  I just want to reiterate again that please, please if we are to survive in the next two more precious years then we must be ready to discuss issues we do not agree on.  In fact we only have next year to deliver on our promises because 2009 is election year – it is a year when people are thinking about the elections and so you only have 2008.  Therefore, the new Prime Minister needs all the support of backbenchers and his Ministers to deliver the big promises you are making to our people and the expectations you are telling our people for which they are looking forward to, they are quiet and are just waiting for you to deliver as a government.  
This is only a word of advice, friendly advice to those Ministers who have crossed the floor and are now supporting my colleague, the Member for North East Guadalcanal as the new leader of this country.  Let us be fair to him, let us give him all the opportunity to lead this country, let us give him all the support.  If you have any grudges go sit down and discuss it with him.  

Sir, I do not want to drag on this contribution, but I just want to join the others who have sent best wishes to everyone they sent and I join them, I do not want to repeat the names as they are traditional names we always call in Parliament but I join them in sending best wishes to all of them.  

Of course, my people of North East Choiseul are listening with keen interest on what is happening in this country.  They are quiet because they are in the back way, they are very simple people, and so I send them best wishes for this festive season as we celebrate the birth of the only person we called the Prince of Peace, the only person who can make a difference if we accept him in our hearts and let him rule the affairs of our nation.  

With these, Mr Speaker, I support this motion of sine die.

Hon SOFU:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for recognizing me to join those who have spoken on this very important motion of sine die.  Mr Speaker, I also wish to thank the Honorable Prime Minister for moving this motion for us to debate.  
Mr Speaker, before I go any further I on behalf of my people of East Kwaio would like to thank and congratulate the Honorable Member of Parliament for North East Guadalcanal for taking up the office of the Prime Minister last week.  Being new in any office is not always easy but our people of East Kwaio wish you counsel and comfort in the power of the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  The calling placed upon you to lead this nation would require the mind of Christ and His Spirit’s guidance in order for us to endure even in trials of time.  I on behalf of my people of East Kwaio wish you a joyous Christmas and a prosperous New Year 2008.  

Mr Speaker, to the outgoing Prime Minister and government, my people of East Kwaio also wish to convey to you their sincere gratitude of the guidance of a growing nation that is volatile to change.  In the past one and half year we could not be where we are today without your committed leadership.  In any family there are always struggles and strives but that does not take away the basic factor of life in that we will always be one nation under one God and it is for His purpose alone that we exist.  May I on behalf of my people again wish you a merriest of Christmas and a happy New Year 2008.  To my new Cabinet colleagues, I wish to congratulate you for enduring for a season but it is always important to be reminded that times are still ahead of us.  

Mr Speaker, patient, peace, endurances are much of the fruit of the Spirits as recorded in Galatians 5:22 need to make us what God intends of us.  Making these attributes of God part of our lives will make a difference for the future of our young nation.  Sir, we stand to be examples and I prefer us to be like Paul who says without hesitation, and I quote “Imitate me as I imitate Christ”.  I on behalf of my people again wish you all a merry Christmas and a Happy 2008.  

To my chiefs and people of East Kwaio I wish to honor you in this festive season with my most humble heart toward your total commitment to me as your representative in this Honorable House.  It is not easy for me or any leader for that matter to be in a position whereby important national decisions had to be taken.  I do believe however that one has to make a decision for the best interest of our nation, and in doing so making it without any reservation.  I am still committed to you and to our collective plans and programs which with your help we can achieve in the years ahead.  Merry Christmas and a happy successful year 2008 to you all.  

To the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force, PPF and RAMSI, I also wish to take this opportunity to thank you all for providing security during the course of the last one month or so during the political crisis. 

To the staff of my Ministry of Infrastructure and Development, I also wish to congratulate you all for keeping all our work programs going despite of turbulences.  You have demonstrated professionalism like never before and I am proud of you all.  I wish you all the best at this festive season and may God prepare you for another year of challenge 2008, but let it be a happy prosperous year for you and your families.  

Mr Speaker, I wish to also take this opportunity to acknowledge the Provincial Premiers of the nine provinces, the Provincial Executives and Provincial Members for the good work of providing and looking after our people in the provinces.  

Mr Speaker, I will not forget and I would like to thank the media people, the SIBC for providing information throughout the disadvantaged areas of this country.  

To Church leaders, congregation men, women, young, adults and children of our beloved nation, you are a peculiar people called by the Almighty God to be there at such a time as this.  Your prayers are keeping us together and only your faith and hope is able to overcome as Christ himself demonstrated.  

To you, Mr Speaker, I wish to also thank you for the way in which you have smoothly conducted our meeting.  To the Clerk of Parliament and staff of Parliament Office, I also wish to acknowledge the good work and all the arrangement you have made for our coming to attend this very important meeting.  I wish you all a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year 2008.  

With these few remarks, I support the motion and I resume my seat.  
Mr BOYERS:  Mr Speaker, I shall be brief.  I also would like to join my colleagues at this motion of sine die, a time we celebrate Christmas and also celebrating a new government.  I think what we need to be really celebrating is the process of openness to reality and removal of denial.  I think in that context it gives great hope for this country to move forward.  
There is an old saying which says “the battle is not to the swift or to the strong but to the brave.”  I think what we are seeing here and what we have now is a very brave government.  I say this because we have a government that is Malaita and Guadalcanal led, and it is the first time we have seen maturity in the process of dealing with issues in our country.  It is not hiding behind anyone else but facing it directly.  
We know that the ethnic tension started between these two provinces.  The reasons behind it are still unknown.  But the fact is we now have these two provinces unifying themselves at the political level to actually lead the way in the process of reconciliation and peace.  I think that in itself needs congratulations and needs our full support.


I would like to see the budget of next year focused on Malaita and Guadalcanal.  I for one as MP from a different island will have my full support.  Inclusiveness has to be shown in what is most important.  I know the rest of the country now will support, the provinces will support and people will support but doubts and fears need to be removed and hope and expectation is now the Christmas present that we have.


We need to see that donors are now getting onboard in supporting this government of unity.  Credit needs to be given where it deserves.  Only true leadership deals with issues directly and not indirectly.  It deals with it with the full knowledge that there is no denial.


I would like to congratulate my colleagues from Malaita and Guadalcanal for taking this step in leadership that I believe sets the first stepping stone in moving this country forward. 


Mr Speaker, I would also like to acknowledge the contribution of RAMSI in promoting peace and security for the sake of unity and stability of this country.  I think we have that platform both in partnership now with RAMSI and also at the political level. 


I would like to congratulate also the events that have now created further enhancing of private sector confidence.  I think it is important that at the national level we all show and agree that unity, strong leadership and brave leadership will be supported.  Politics need to be put aside and our country needs to be put forward.  We have two years left and therefore it is paramount that stability reigns and the process of healing carried forward.


This is my small contribution, Mr Speaker, at that level, and I suppose the most important decision now is to look forward to the New Year and also congratulating ourselves as Members of Parliament that we have now reached the end of 2007.  We should look back at our people and reflect on what we have done over this last year and what we have to do next in 2008 and onwards.


Policy, I believe, is a non issue.  About 85% of people living in the rural areas have an informal and formal sector.  Therefore, policies can only be implemented with stability and I think irrespective of which government is in power, the approach is always the same.  
I would like to relay to my people of West New Georgia/Vona Vona congratulatory messages to you all whether in good or bad times, whatever the circumstances may be, knowing that Christmas has arrived it is a time of sharing, a time of working together and time of unity.


Mr Speaker, I would like to personally congratulate the Member for North East Guadalcanal and his Deputy, the Member for Central Kwara’ae for their bold and brave move in taking this country by the horns, and I pledge my full support in the endeavors and policies that this government is going to carry out.


With those few words, I support the motion.

Hon Sikua:  Mr Speaker, I stand to wind up debate on the motion of sine die I moved earlier this morning.  I know many of you may have wanted to contribute but obviously time is not on our side.  Also today is Christmas Eve and 2008 is just around the corner.


Sir, I thank all Members of Parliament in this honorable House for your kind contributions to the motion to empower the Honorable Minister of Finance to authorize the issue of monies from the consolidated funds before the 2008 Appropriation Act 2008 comes into force.  Passing the motion speaks well of your leadership and our shared goal and concern of delivering various services to our people.


Mr Speaker, it is customary on such an occasion like this for one to give credit to where credit is due.  First of all as expressed many times by honorable Members in this house, I wish to declare once more that this beloved country of ours is a Christian country.  I believe that our country has come this far fighting many downhill and uphill battles with the guidance of God, the Almighty.  Thank you fellow Solomon Islanders for your prayers and support.


Mr Speaker, the past one and half month has not been easy.  We went through a political crisis that perhaps caught the country by surprise.  My Minister for Forestry said that it was not a political crisis but a financial one.  Whatever it is, one thing is certain in that we have sailed past that turmoil peacefully.  Above all, Mr Speaker, let me thank the leadership of His Excellency, the Governor General during that period.  Despite pressures from the former government, Parliament was able to sit on Thursday the 13th of December 2007.  We believe the decision was correct and the wisdom of His Excellency is appreciated.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish him and his family a prayerful and restful holiday on his home island of Ulawa.


Mr Speaker, let me thank you also for your leadership.  Your leadership during the one and half month of confusion is commended.  You stood firm on your decision that Parliament, and only Parliament can resolve the numbers game.  You were true and correct and we respected your views.  I also take this opportunity to thank the Clerk and staff of the National Parliament Office for their hard work during this meeting.


I would also like to thank the 26 Members of Parliament who supported me all along, especially during the time of heavy lobbying.  The solidarity and unity displayed was superb. 


At this juncture, Mr Speaker, let me recognize the leadership of my Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister for Rural Development and Indigenous Affairs during his time as Leader of the then Opposition.  He displayed excellent leadership of the group.  He was criticized but stood firm and eventually won the battle.


Mr Speaker, on Thursday the 20th of December 2007 when the election of the Prime Minister was conducted, the Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement was blessed with a further defection of six members from the GCCG camp.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank those six Members of Parliament.


Mr Speaker, the CNURA Government promises to deliver alternative leadership to the people of Solomon Islands.  My government is based on consultative decision making.  This is a team of high profiled, experienced and qualified individuals and we know our strengths and weaknesses, and I hope we can complement each other on our weaknesses. 


Mr Speaker, I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his assurance of support.  Mr Speaker, let me assure him that the CNURA Government is ready to work together with him and his group.  
In saying that, Mr Speaker, I just want to assure the nation and the people of Solomon Islands that the CNURA Government is dedicated to deliver on our promises.  We are confident that with the mandate given to us by our good people of Solomon Islands, we can do the job successfully.  We are also committed to ensure that peace and reconciliation between our good peoples of Malaita and Guadalcanal Provinces, is reached and sustained for the good of Solomon Islands.

Mr Speaker, I know that this House is meeting on the Eve of Christmas day.  I know also that honorable Members of Parliament have prior plans for Christmas day and New Year 2008 is also seven days away and so let me at this juncture wish all the good people of Solomon Islands wherever you are, a merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year 2008.  May the good Lord bless you abundantly during this festive season.

Finally Mr Speaker, consistent with Order 8(3) of the Standing Orders of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands, I beg to move that at the adjournment of Parliament on Monday 24th December 2007 the present meeting shall be concluded and Parliament shall then stand adjourned sine die.

The motion agreed to

Mr Speaker:  Before I formally have the privilege of adjourning Parliament sine die, I would like on behalf of the Parliament Office and staff to assure Parliament of our greatest appreciation for your kind remarks to both the office and the staff as a whole.  I hope that we will continue to maintain that cooperative work as we together endeavor to serve our people and country.  That Parliament is now accordingly adjourned sine die.

The House adjourned sine die at 1:53 p.m.
