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The Speaker, Rt Hon Sir Peter Kenilorea took the chair at 9.30 a.m.

Prayers.

ATTENDANCE

At prayers, all were present with the exception of the Ministers for Home Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Mines & Energy, Communication, Aviation & Meteorology and Members for West New Georgia/Vona Vona, East Honiara, Small Malaita, Ranogga/Simbo, North Malaita, Maringe/Kokota, Gao/Bugotu, North Guadalcanal, North New Georgia, Ulawa/Ugi and South New Georgia/Rendova.

PRESENTATION OF REPORT
Ministry of Public Service 2006 Annual Report (National Parliament Paper No. 43 of 2007)
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Livestock: Pig Industry
12.  Mr RIUMANA to the Minister for Agriculture & Livestock:  Can the Minister inform the House on the progress of Pig Industry in the country since the signing of the MOU between Taiwan Technical Mission and the Solomon Islands Government to date?
Hon NUAIASI:  Mr Speaker, the following are the answers to his question.  The Ministry of Agriculture has signed between ROC and SIG agreement and to date until the ROC Farm at KGVI was completed, the provision for the following to the farmers.

(a) ………..pigs breeding until it is completed.  
(b) Meat of springs have been sold to the farmers for fattening and breeding purposes over the last two years.  
(c) Feed trials have been conducted on local feed ingredients and the results are available for farmers and staff to use.  Feed is being formulated and sold to pig farmers.  What is needed here is for the local farmers to grow these feed ingredients for mixing at the feed meal.  
The Ministry of Agriculture & Livestock has encouraged farmers to grow maize by farmers on the Guadalcanal Plains for the past 18 years as well as cassava to be used for pig feed.  The Government through my Ministry will review the current MOU in November and is thinking of expanding this agreement with ROC.
Mr Riumana:  In the light of the bottom up approach policy and in response to the high demand of pork in Honiara, can the Minister briefly outline the development concept the Ministry will adopt?  By that I mean who is going to be involved in the production sector, and who is going to be involved in the marketing component and who is going to be involved in the feed formulation?
Hon Nuaiasi:  So far, pig farming is not an industry as yet. The Ministry in its development plans is now looking at ways and means of putting together the piggery projects.  The government has also identified slaughter houses in some of the provinces that would enhance the market outlet for this pig production.
Mr Riumana:  In the budget slaughter units were supposed to be constructed in Temotu and Malaita Provinces, can the Minister update the House if these slaughter units have been started?
Hon Nuaiasi:  Yes, to confirm these two places have been identified for slaughter houses and there are plans drawn up by Technical Officers of the Livestock Division in my Ministry to put together.  Hence, they are doing preliminary arrangements through negotiations and other factors that have been affecting the acquisition of land so that if a slaughter house is built, it should not be disturbed otherwise.
Mr Fono:  Who is going to own those slaughter houses in the provinces?
Hon Nuaiasi:  The slaughter houses, as I have said have not yet been given the mandate as to who should own them but as soon as they are completed, the government will decide who is going to own the slaughter houses.
Mr Riumana:  There is a Breeding Unit established in the technical farm.  Can the Minister inform the House the price of the breeding piglets?
Hon Nuaiasi:  Mr Speaker, as far as I know one piglet costs $100.
Mr Riumana:  The piglet for the breeding is not $100.00.  The sower is $400 and the male is $800.  I want to know if this price is suitable or feasible for our rural farmers.  Is this price affordable to our rural farmers?  If not, what is the Ministry doing to subsidize the cost of the pig?  What is the Ministry’s plan?
Hon Nuaiasi:  Mr Speaker, at the moment the production is not to the extent that it will be cheap but the Ministry and the Taiwan Technical Mission are looking into ways of mass production so that prices can be affordable, including the local feed mixture so that they are affordable by rural farmers, and the price of piglets cheaper as expected of us.
Mr Fono:  Mr Speaker, it would seem to me the Minister has not visited the Taiwan Farm.  He is providing wrong information to the Chamber.  The piglets cost $400 to $500 each.  The MP for Kia/Havulei and myself are pig farmers.  We have been to the farm several times trying to assist our rural farmers.  
My supplementary is, is the government in a position to look at taking off duty or costs associated with production of pig feed because it is a component of the cost production of pigs, which a lot of farmers are finding it very difficult to sustain their piggery projects.  Is the government in a position to look at reducing the goods tax and import duty on pig feed whether pig feed that is produced from the outlets in Honiara or the one produce by the Technical Mission of the Taiwanese farm.  What is the position of the Government on that?

Hon Nuaiasi:  As I have already said, if advice comes from the Technical Officers then the government is likely to consider those areas.  But at the moment there has not been any advice given to me or my Ministry as yet, therefore, we have not yet approached relevant authorities.

Hon Tosika:  As a former Customer Officer once working for Customs, feed falls under Chapter 23 of the tariff attracting zero rates.  For the information of this House there is no tariff at this point in time on the feed.  

Sir Kemakeza:  That is good news to the farmers that the tariff is zero.  In the past some people used to produce feed in the country.  The other way of looking at this is to assist some people who can produce feed in the country.  I wonder whether the government could assist in this area under its bottom up approach, so that those who are interested can make feeds locally because everything are here like fish, grated coconut and many others.  Is the Ministry planning to assist someone to make feed locally rather than importing them into the country?  This can also be import substitute.  

Hon Nuaiasi:  As I have said, the MOU will be reviewed in November and these are the things that will be included in our negotiations with them so that our Taiwan Technical Officers will be able to teach our local farmers, not only here in Honiara but throughout the provinces to know and acquire skills and knowledge on to mix the feeds and then they will be able to produce their own feeds.

Mr Riumana:  The price of breeding piglets is $400 for a sower and $800.00 for a male.  Can the Minister inform the House if these rates are commercial rates and whether the farm is allowed to make profit?

Hon Nuaiasi:  Mr Speaker, I am not an agriculturalist myself and so I am not too sure but if the colleague is keen enough in finding out the figures then my staff are available, they can help him by giving relevant advice.

Mr Riumana:  Mr Speaker, I wish to thank the Minister for Agriculture for his answers.

Home affairs: tsunami appeal funds

13.  Mr TOZAKA to the Minister for Home Affairs:  

(1)  Can the Minister inform the House, how much funds were received from donors, NGOs, Churches during the tsunami appeal for the Government and the National Disaster Council since April 2007?  

(2)  How much of these funds received had been spent in the Western Province, and Choiseul Province?

Hon ABANA:  Mr Speaker, the National Disaster Council started with a 2007 recurrent budget provision of SBD$420,000 when the disaster strike on that fateful 2nd April 2007 morning.  Following the dreadful event, the Government released an initial amount of SBD$6.65million.  This immediately made it possible for the National Disaster Council to procure the urgently needed relief supplies in the first few weeks of the disaster.


A government funding injection cash donation received from donors, provinces, constituencies, NGOs -both local and international, churches, companies, individual groups, families and individuals by 31st July 2007 amounted to $13.895 million.  This includes the Government’s initial recurrent budget funding of SBD$7,070,000.  
The breakdown of the amount is as follows:  Mr Speaker, initial funds available to NDC from 2nd April to 22nd August 2007 are as follows: NDC 2007 budget allocation$420,000.00, Contingencies Warrants 1 and 2 - $6.65million, local and overseas cash donations received and deposited into the NDC Account No. 019082840301 at the NBSI Bank amounts to $1.184million, local and overseas cash donations received and deposited into Account 0060028 at the Central Bank and managed by the Ministry of Finance is $5.641million.  The subtotal of cash donations is $6,825,408million.  The grand total of available funds is $7,895,407million respectively.  
The amount expended from 2nd April to 22nd August 2007.  Recurrent Budget - SBD$15.290million, that is in the CBSI account as at 14/6/07 is $2.1million respectively.  The total expenses as at 22nd August 2007 stand at $18,345,706.87.  


Mr Speaker, total funds available does not include value of goods and services provided by donors, provinces, constituencies, NGOs, churches, companies, individual groups, families and individuals.  An estimated sum to that effect is put at $38.5million.  It could be even more, Mr Speaker.  This includes tents, tarpaulins, food, tools, water and sanitation materials, boats, salaries, ?, helicopters, accommodation, transport etc, etc.
Question No. 2, Mr Speaker, it is also worth noting that the total expenses of $18.345million are broken down as follows:  Administration for the NDC stands at $955,291.88.  For Choiseul Province - $4,491,179million and Western Province is $12,899,235.83.  Total expenses as at 22nd August 2007 stands at $18,345,706.87.  Thank you Mr Speaker.  

Mr Tozaka:  Mr Speaker, the balance that is in this private account, is this going to be still used in the rehabilitation program?  The balance of funds held in the NBSI private account where money is being received there in the name of tsunami and earthquake, is that money going to be spent on rehabilitation recovery phase that is now in operation?  

Hon Abana:  Yes, the NDC will continue to spend funds in this account in the second and third phase of rehabilitation. 

Mr Gukuna:  The Premier of Western Province has come up on the radio complaining that most of these funds have not arrived in the Western Province.  Can you confirm whether the statement was true or was there some misunderstanding with these figures?  

Hon Abana:  Mr Speaker, we do not know where the Honourable Premier got his figures from but what I have presented here are the proper figures.  

Mr Fono:  Can the Minister confirm that the total amount spent is for the first phase, in terms of providing relief supplies and food, and not so much the second phase of rehabilitation, and that is why people are still living under tents.  Can the Minister confirm that?

Hon Abana:  Mr Speaker, the answer is yes, the funds spent are for the first phase.  The second phase for rehabilitation is with the Ministry of Finance and they are preparing now to kick off very soon.  

Mr Tozaka:  On rehabilitation and recovery stage at this time, the supervising Minister for Home Affairs has said that funds will continued to be used in the rehabilitation program, which is good.  Does that mean you are still going to coordinate the rehabilitation program or is it going to be a matter for other ministries to coordinate?  

Hon Lilo:  Mr Speaker, as you know under the NDC Act, the NDC is only responsible for emergency relief or the emergency phase.  After the state of emergency declared under the NDC Act lapses, the responsibility to do with rehabilitation would fall into the mainstream activity of the Government.  The Act also stipulates that a technical advisory team should be constituted to coordinate rehabilitation, and that is exactly what we are doing.  A technical advisory team has been established located within the Ministry of Finance.  It is the responsibility of that team to advise the Ministry and Cabinet, as to how rehabilitation will be programmed, which is the task we are doing right now.  
The NDC’s task is now over to continue to monitor other natural disaster risk areas in the country as required under the NDC Act.  Rehabilitation will continue under the technical advisory team located in the Ministry of Finance.  We have nominated the Asian Development Bank to be the lead donor to provide the necessary technical support and resourcing of the rehabilitation program.  The government will also provide counterpart support of resources so that the rehabilitation moves forward, which is the task we are now currently embarking on.  That is where we are at this stage in terms of the rehabilitation program.  

Mr Gukuna:  Mr Speaker, I just want clarification because I may have missed some of the figures.  You seem to say that you received $13.895million and you spent $18.345million.  I am just wondering where does that extra money comes from because you explained where the $13million comes from.

Hon. Abana:  Mr Speaker. The amount actually received was a little more than $13million but a rough figure of what donors and NGOs actually help us would be around $38million. 

Again, Mr Speaker, I would like to properly answer that question on the account that was questioned earlier on whether NDC will still use those funds.  As you would know the tents that some o f our people are living in are starting to be defective and therefore would need new ones. Also we do not know another disaster might strike and therefore the NDC can use these funds to assist anyone affected whilst rehabilitation will go through the line and sector ministries through the Ministry of Finance.    

Mr Gukuna:  The Lauru Shipping was reluctant to help ship materials down to Choiseul Province last time and it came under criticism for that.  But I believe the management of Lauru Shipping refused because some people who were dealing with shipping went and try to negotiate some cuts on the payment.  Are you aware of that?  

Hon Abana:  NDC is not aware of this and if there is such I think it is more appropriate to address it through a formal complaint in the office.  

Mr Boyers:  Mr Speaker, in view of the recent earthquake in Honiara last week, obviously there is continuation of fear that a disaster could strike again.  In the light of that, can the Minister advise the House what steps has the Ministry taken with the National Disaster Council (NDC) to put in place emergency relief with our international donors/ partners incase of another catastrophe similar to what has happened.  

Hon Abana: Mr Speaker, that is the very reason why the NDC still holds onto that account.  The NDC together with the responsible Ministries like Mines and Energy which helps to give instructions to NDC on disaster precautions people can take and then acts on it.  But yes, the NDC stands prepared to assist our people with the help of our donors.  Thank you very much.

Mr Gukuna:  Some confirmed reports say that some reefs around the Western Province have moved up which could damage ships.  Are you intending to include some kind of resurveying of the area to remap the reefs in your program?

Hon Abana:  Mr Speaker, that is the first thing the Ministry of Infrastructure has carried out.  It sent some technical people to redo the beacons, especially in the lagoon in the Western Province.  That has been done and it has gone down on the maps now.  

Mr Tozaka:  Mr Speaker, I thank the supervising Minister for Home for answering the question and also the Minister of Finance for assisting in answering the questions.  

BILLS

Bills – Second Reading

The Prescription of Parliamentary Privileges, Immunities and Powers Bill 2007
Hon SOGAVARE:  Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the Prescription of Parliamentary Privileges, Immunities and Powers Bill 2007 be read the second time.


Mr Speaker, the introduction of this short Bill gives me the opportunity to contribute to the debate denied because of my absence from Honiara last Friday.  Sir, it also provides a perfect occasion for summarizing the Government’s argument rectifying a long neglected aspect of our 29 year old independent parliamentary democracy, Mr Speaker.  


Mr Speaker, lost of our attempts to amend last Friday’s motion for the Resolution which was eventually passed by Parliament was the insertion of the words ‘to support the initiation of a bill providing between the words ‘resolve’ and ‘that’ in line 1 of the motion moved by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Immigration as well as the deletion of the brackets and all words placed therein in lines 4 and 5 thereof.  That oversight did not prevent the motion from being passed with overwhelming support from both sides of the House.  


Sir, the initiation of this Bill by the Grand Coalition for Change Government so soon after the passage of the Resolution mandating Parliament to do something about the privileges, immunities and powers requires explanation.  
It would have been provided by the learned Attorney General who sat through the tirade which continues to be vented against him personally for every reform which the Grand Coalition for Change Government undertakes to bring about for the betterment of our nation and ourselves.  With at least two qualified lawyers in our midst, Mr Speaker our people must wonder why some of us who describe ourselves as bush lawyers and dignified ourselves as legislators, we need to seek enlightenment from those who know much more about their professional calling than we can pretend to do.  


Mr Speaker, I make this simple observation to illustrate a grandeur point underlying the reasons why this bill comes before the House.  Only because of your vast experience on such matters as well as your personal discussions with the learned Attorney General last week, you are wiser than those situated opposite us, Mr Speaker, I guess, about the need for this legislative initiative.  For the benefit of those who are otherwise let me indulge them with justification.  


Mr Speaker section 69 of our Constitution states very clearly that Parliament may prescribe the privileges immunities and powers of Parliament and its Members.  How Parliament prescribes our privileges, immunities and powers is obviously by making laws.  That much should be apparent to legislators who are conversant with the text of section 44(1) of the Constitution which defines the word ‘prescribed to mean prescribed in a law.  

Even if that was unknown to the unknowing, that fact would be apparent to those of us who are familiar with other legislative instances of parliamentary prescription.  Our statute book furnishes readily accessible text of the prescription of judges, acts and prescription of Ministers’ act.  Only last Tuesday some of our illustrious Members spoke with great conviction and authority against the increase in the miracle strength of Cabinet by the passage of the Prescription Ministers Amendment Act 2007.  


Mr Speaker, what is not so readily apparent to those of us who know less about the law then we should, is the mistake we make of assuming that the privileges, immunities and powers of Parliament are part of the English Common Law which applies in Solomon Islands by virtue of Section 76(b) and Schedule 3 of our Constitution.  
Our learned Attorney General could have told us how wrong we are in making that assumption but we did not consult him and prefer to listen to ourselves rather than to him for reasons that defy comprehension.  Those of us who felt shy about parading our ignorance of esoteric matters of legal learning yet have the benefit of legal advice, which was both historically detailed and illuminating.


Mr Speaker, I do not want to embarrass myself and the learned Attorney General by recounting the detailed content of that advice.  Suffice it to say, Mr Speaker, that parliamentary privileges, immunities and powers emanate from the law and practice regulating parliamentarians.  By definition, Mr Speaker, they were not part of the common law that was exported to Solomon Islands.  The Common Law is judge made law.  

The United Kingdom Parliament was not transplanted here.  The privileges, immunities and powers of the House of Commons and the House of Lords are not codified in any statute of general application. There is no legal or logical basis for thinking and believing that we enjoy the same privileges, immunities and powers bestowed upon Members of either House of the United Kingdom Parliament.  
If I am wrong, Mr Speaker, in making that simple deduction, let me point to our pre-independence Constitution and ask why Section 60 of the 1974 British Solomon Islands Protectorate Constitution stipulated, and I quote Mr Speaker:  “A law made under this Constitution may determine and regulate the privileges, immunities and powers of the Legislative Assembly and its Members.  But no such privileges, immunity, and powers shall exceed those of the Commons House of Parliament of the United of Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and its Members” end of quote.  


Mr Speaker, the fact that no law was ever made then or since that time within the permissible limits of Section 60 underscores my point about the necessity for legislative prescription of those privileges, immunities and powers.


The 1974 British Solomon Islands Protectorate Constitution expressly revoked as an existing order by Section 5 of the Solomon Islands Independence Order.  Section 69 of our Independence Constitution retains the essence of Section 60 but gives Parliament free reign regarding its choice of the privileges, immunities and powers that we wish to prescribe.


Mr Speaker, you do not need to travel to antiquity to find the source of our freedom of speech in Parliament when our Constitution affords a more reliable and exact guide.    of our supreme law promulgates our freedom of expression and will no doubt be the point of departure and reference for the work to be undertaken by the Special Select Committee this Parliament established by Resolution passed last Friday.


With that explanation and the statement of objects and reasons appended to the Bill, Mr Speaker, I am content that honorable Members prayed their revised thoughts on the necessity for the short and simple Bill that I now beg to move.  Thank you.  

Motion is open for debate  
Mr MANETOALI:  Mr Speaker, I would like to make a point of order here as to the Commons House of Parliament Immunities, Powers and Privileges.  Are there any copies of this?  Can I ask the learned Attorney General to clarify this?

Attorney General:  Mr Speaker, the nature of the beast as they say, none of these laws and practices of Parliament …by the house has thus far been codified.  The point of reference Mr Speaker is always put by Eskine May which is now in its 24th Edition.  I have the 23rd edition with me.  Eskine May’s Parliamentary practice is one veritable source of a mind of information.  It is the case in the United Kingdom that Standing Orders are made from time to time to supplement long standing conventions of the United Kingdom Houses of Parliament.  
The short answer to the honorable Member’s question is yes, it is available in print but it remains very much like the Common Law, which is discernable from other sources but are then legislation.  

Mr HAOMAE:  Mr Speaker, I shall be very brief because the Bill is very brief.  At the outset, Mr Speaker I would like to thank the Honorable Prime Minister for bringing this Bill to Parliament, the Prescription of Parliamentary Privileges, Immunities and Powers Bill 2007.  


This motion will go into history, the motion by the Honorable Member for Temotu Nende, the Minister of Foreign Affairs.  It will go down in this Parliament’s history as the Government is taking action that expedites the first part of that motion.  
I want to congratulate the Minister for Foreign Affairs for that motion he tabled on Friday and was well supported by both sides of the House. 

I think the Minister for Foreign Affairs was concern about the state of affairs of the other Friday.  This Bill emanates from situations that took place on that particular Friday Mr Speaker, and this is why it is being expedited through the proceedings of Parliament for purposes of us to discuss today.  

One question I would like to ask was already asked by the MP for Gao/Bugotu today because in terms of the practices in the House of Commons of the United Kingdom, Great Britain and Northern Ireland, some of us have not even seen this Book yet.  I was asking the Clerk to borrow that book so that I can read it for at least two nights, but I was told that it cannot be taken out of Parliament precincts.  
I am also not quite sure myself of the privileges, powers and immunities in that parliamentary practice hence what this Bill is going to confirm.  Because as all of us know, the second part of that particular motion deals with the standing select committee that will deliberate on what parliamentary privileges, immunities and powers that the Parliament of Solomon Islands will give to its elected Members that come to this Parliament.  Therefore, I wish to take this opportunity to thank the MP for Temotu Nende, the Minister for Foreign Affairs for his concern.  
I think he agrees with us on this side and that is why he moved that motion on Friday and the Prime Minister is quite behind the Minister for Foreign Affairs in that perspective.  In any case, Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the Honorable Prime Minister for taking the trouble of tabling this Bill in Parliament.  As I said my contribution will be very brief, I resume my seat.  
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr FONO:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me to contribute briefly to this Bill.  In doing so, from the outset, I thank the Honorable Prime Minister for seeing it fit in bringing this piece of legislation.  

Mr Speaker, what I would like to question is, why can’t we wait for the Special Select Committee to identify what sort of privileges, immunities and powers will be accorded to Solomon Islands Parliamentarians.  We should wait for the outcome of that select committee before bring in this Bill to cater for us.  Given the fact that all along the understanding is that we have been protected under certain provisions of the Constitution as made reference to in here under section 76 as read in line with Schedule 3 of the constitution.  That has been the understanding.  
I think there has never been any case challenging whatever are raised here in Parliament so as to see the need of coming up with such a Bill.  However, Mr Speaker, the Bill itself is very simple as stated in the objects for us to legalize the provisions catered for there so that the common law can apply.  However, it is very important that those parliamentary privileges, immunities and powers under the common law are spelt out so that we understand them although we understand that common law is not a written law, codified laws so that we can read it.  

Mr Speaker, those are the only questions I would like to raise here.  Why can’t we wait for the outcome of that select committee before we bring in a proper Bill that would outline the privileges, immunities and powers for Solomon Islands?  

Mr Speaker, why do we have to rush to enact this piece of legislation which also made reference to the Common Law as already provided for under the constitution?  That is my concern.
With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I resume my seat.

Mr TOZAKA:  Mr Speaker, I too would like to contribute very briefly to this Bill introduceD this morning by the Honorable Prime Minister.  

Sir, my feeling is also similar to what the Leader of Opposition and my colleague who have spoken said that we need a little bit of time for Bills of this nature, which is quite new and so there needs time for us to understand, in particular when we are referring to laws of other countries that we have not sighted, perhaps we are yet to see it.  That point I think is a valid point.  

But on the other hand, the Bill here basically is just to implement the motion that has already been passed.  The Minister of Foreign Affairs in moving the motion, moved it as the MP for Temotu Nende, his capacity as the MP for Temotu Nende, which means that he is concern about things that are happening and been experienced in this House which led to the tabling of this Bill at this point of time.  

I myself do not know what is in that Act that the Honorable Attorney General has produced, I do not know its contents but I am going to say yes, to it in this Bill.  I think may be in fairness we should see what is in the Act before we should pass this Bill.  

This is my only concern, Mr Speaker.  I know we do not have the number, the number is on the other side, and so I am sure this is going to be passed anyway.
With those few remarks, Mr Speaker, I resume my seat.  
Sir KEMAKEZA:  Mr Speaker, I too would like to associate myself with this Bill.  Before doing so, I would like to thank the Prime Minister for bringing this Bill to this floor of Parliament.

I read this Bill quite differently, Mr Speaker, from others because I think it is in line with the comment I made when I debated the motion by the Minister for Foreign Affairs on Friday.  

If you look at the Constitution of Solomon Islands Mr Speaker, our constitution is still a schedule of the orders of Great Britain.  It is the Solomon Islands Protectorate.  Before it can become our own constitution, we must first of all repatriate it.  I think that is what the Government is trying to do before the Select Committee can start to do its work.  
Mr Speaker, as I said our constitution is still under the Schedule of the common law which was amended many times since 1974 according to the constitution, and therefore this Bill is in line with our constitution which we need to first of all repatriate from the common law to Solomon Islands, and thereupon give way for us to enact the privileges, immunities of Members of Parliament.
There was also a big amendment to Section 69 of the constitution as you are aware from the original one and that forms part of this exercise.  But in order to do that we need to first of all repatriate the common law which is what this Bill is going to address. 
That is how I read it and therefore, Mr Speaker, I have no difficulty supporting this Bill.  Thank you.

Hon SOALAOI:  Mr Speaker, I shall be brief.  If we look carefully at the Bill before we can prescribe our privileges, immunities and powers, I think this Bill is very necessary.  

Mr Speaker, the way I see it is that we have been living with the assumption that the laws of the House of Commons apply here in Solomon Islands.  Now that we have our own constitution that constitution allows us to prescribe.  

The way I look at this Bill, Mr Speaker, the previous speakers, especially the first two speakers have gone out of what the Bill is all about.  It says that ‘until otherwise prescribed by Parliament’, I think this covers us until such a time we prescribe the privileges, immunities and powers of Parliament.  

At this time, Mr Speaker, we do not have it yet.  We are only assuming that because of the common law we are covered.  Until such time we have something on print that we can own as our own privileges, immunities and powers prescribed by the Solomon Islands Parliament, I think this Bill is very necessary.  

Mr Speaker, to register my support for the Bill, I would like to encourage my two first speakers to read clause 2 very carefully because it says, ‘until otherwise prescribed’.  There is no need to wait for the select committee.  If Members of Parliament can look carefully at this Bill, it is protecting us as a country that has a constitution, not to continue to assume that the environment in here is the same as that of England.
With this observation, Mr Speaker, I support the Bill.

Mr MANETOALI:  Mr Speaker, I would like to contribute briefly and before I do so, I would like to thank the Honorable Prime Minister for this Bill.  

I can recall the story of Thomas in the Bible says, ‘if I see it then I will believe’.  That is the point I would like to point out here.  Because even myself have not seen or even read the privileges, immunities and powers of the Parliament in England.  I myself have not seen it yet.  
My thinking is like the story of Thomas that we do not see it and therefore something happens before we know it because it is something we do not see in front of us and something we cannot read.  But anyway, Mr Speaker, it is the starting point of the work that this Special Select Committee is going to do.  Let us not use this Bill to delay appointing of the Special Committee so that we could have our own privileges, immunities and powers legislation in our country.


With those, Mr Speaker, I resume my seat.

Hon AGOVAKA:  Mr Speaker, thank you for allowing me to speak on this bill.  First of all, I would like to thank the Honorable Prime Minister for moving this bill today.


As the practices were, Mr Speaker, Parliament does not prescribe parliamentary privileges, immunities and powers in Parliament, hence in the absence of that what we have been doing was adopt or assume to adopt the parliamentary privileges, immunities and powers of the House of Commons of England and Northern Ireland.


Mr Speaker, these are really traditions and customs that were handed down from generation to generation and were written as laws.  Here in Solomon Islands, chiefs have privileges, powers and much immunity.  
In saying this, I would like to suggest that in making the regulations under this bill, the committee must have regards to the customs, values and aspirations of Solomon Islands.


With this short remark, Mr Speaker, I support the Bill.

Mr DAUSABEA:  Mr Speaker, first of all, I would like to thank the honorable Prime Minister for bringing this bill today although it is 29 years late.  But I think it is better late than never.  I also would also like to thank the Member for Temotu Nende for bringing the motion.


Mr Speaker, the Bill is very short and straightforward.  I think it is time we utilize Section 69 of the Constitution to prescribe our own rules, immunities and privileges for the Parliament of Solomon Islands.  I understand why you, Mr Speaker, as one of the founding father of our nation has left this open for us.  This is to enable us make regulation and amendment as time goes by because things are changing. 

With that, Mr Speaker, I would like to say that it is a very important bill and I do not think this House has any problem passing it because the other side has already spoken.  Despite their concerns Mr Speaker, I think it is important we pass this bill and put the framework in place so that the committee can work on it and after that they will bring it back to Parliament for us to pass.


Mr Speaker, with those few remarks, I support the Bill.

Mr GUKUNA:  Mr Speaker, just a very brief contribution to this Bill.  Like the others I want to thank the Prime Minister for bringing this Bill.  I am just wondering why was this not drafted very early.  I mean these people have been here for a long time.  Some have been here for 16 years and so why didn’t they draft it a long time ago?


Anyway we now come to a point that we realize that we have been exposed all this time, and I believe this bill will sort out some of these exposures.  But I believe we are going to do one very stupid thing too because when we want to invest our money we would want to know what will happen to your money.  You would want to know where you are going to put the money, what will happen to it whether you will get a return on it not.  What we are going to do now is that we are going to put ourselves on something that we do not know.  
All of us in this House do not know what this UK and Northern Ireland practice is.  We are going to place ourselves based entirely on hope and faith.  I am not opposing it.  Do not take me wrong.  I am just pointing out that we are going to be adopting a bill that we put ourselves in something that not even one of us here has seen it.  Even the lawyer who stood up today who is supposed to have seen it has not seen it either.  We are going to do that.  That is all right.

As long as it works good for us, that is okay but otherwise it has some provisions of immunities that are immunities from prosecution or immunities from going to jail.  I hope we are not legislating for those things but otherwise there is no problem.  I think it is time to move on and I support the bill. 

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, I think both sides of the House support this bill.  It has very good intention Mr Speaker, and it is to protect us and not to save us from some prison term.  
Some of the things that are said in this house, Mr Speaker, if people are listening in from outside can sue us.  It is quite serious.  The intention of this bill is very good and it is good that both sides of the house support it.  But while we are waiting for the Select Committee to work on our privileges, immunities and powers under Section 69 of the Constitution, we can adopt what is applied in the House of Commons to Parliament of the United Kingdom, Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  That is all it is and therefore has very good intentions.


With that, Mr Speaker, I beg to move. 

(applause)

The Bill was passed.

Bills – Committee Stage

The Prescription of Parliamentary Privileges, Immunities and Powers Bill 2007

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clause 2 agreed to.

The Preamble agreed to.

(Parliament resumes)
Hon SOGAVARE:  Mr Speaker, I beg to report that the Prescription of Parliamentary Privileges, Immunities and Powers Bill 2007, has passed through the Committee of the whole house without amendment.

Bills – Third Reading

The Prescription of Parliamentary Privileges, Immunities and Powers Bill 2007

Hon SOGAVARE:  Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the Prescription of Parliamentary Privileges, Immunities and Powers Bill 2007 be now read a third time and do pass.

The Bill is carried

MOTIONS

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, in accordance with Standing Orders 84, I beg to move an amendment to substitute another date to the date mentioned in the original sine die motion.  
The new date, Mr Speaker, is to be the 28th of August 2007, that is Tuesday next week.  The amended sine die motion is now to be read as follows:  “That at the adjournment of Parliament on Tuesday 28th August 2007 the present meeting shall be concluded and Parliament shall then stand adjourn sine die.” 

Hon Haomae:  Mr Speaker, just a question on the amendment.  Why is this being amended?  Is it to give chance to all Members of Parliament to speak?  This is just a question.

Mr Speaker:  According to our records, not all the Members have spoken as yet, and I think that is good enough reason for the Government to give opportunity to Members of Parliament to participate.

Mr Haomae:  Mr Speaker, in that case the motion carries my support.

(The motion as amended by the Honorable Prime Minister is carried)

Mr Speaker:  In terms of other motions, I am advised and I think because of the amended motion we have just passed today, the honorable Member for Renbel has now informed the Chair that he will move his two motions on Monday. That leaves me to again, with the view of His Excellency the Governor General leaving this afternoon, I think Members of Parliament would like to see him off and since we have now run out of business for today, I adjourn the House.

The House adjourned at 10.45 a.m.

