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FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE

INQUIRY INTO REVIEW OF THE FACILITATION OF
INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE NOTICE 2OOg

1. BRIEF STATEMENT.

Mr. Chairrnan and. members of the Foreign Relations Committee. For the
record, my name is Joy Kiriau-Kere Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of
National Unity, Reconciliation and peace. I am happy to appear before your
committee to participate in this important review of Regional Assistance
Mission to the Solomon Islands, hereby referred to as RAMSI.

Looking at the Terms of Reference for the committee in this review, i
understand that it is quite broad but one can appreciate the importance of
this review and your important work. This Review provides an opportunity
for the pieces of legislation underpinning RAMSI,s mandate and its
programs to be assessed but also equally important, for government to
reflect on its own responsibility and accountability in relation to this
partnership.

I have a brief general statement to present after which I will answer
questions that may arise or have been provided.

with your concurrence, Mr. chairman allow me to start.

Mr.  choi rmqn,  of  the outset  le t  me soy,  The Min is t ry  of  Not ionol  Uni ty ,
Reconci l io t ion ond Peoce ond RAMSI were conceived ond born os the resul t
ond impoct  o f  the Tensions,  (one in  2ooo the other  in  2oo3 respect ive ly . l

Boih ent i t ies were Government  responses to  the v io lence ond secur i ty  cr is is
dur ing those dork yeors of  th is  country 's  h is tory .  Both ent i t ies,  f rom thei r
incepi ion hove been creoted to  oss is t  in  the return of  peoce ond stobi l i ty  to
Solomon ls londs.

The Min is t ry  is  therefore o "young" Min is t ry ,  on ly  estobl ished in  20OO through
pol icy dec is ion by Cobinet .  ln i t io l ly  i l  wos co l led the Depor tment  of  Not ionol
Uni ty ,  Reconci l io t ion ond Peoce wi th in  ihe Min is t ry  of  Prov inc io l  Governmenr.
The Depor iment  wos or ig ino l ly  estobl ished io  foc i l i to te the implementot ion of
cer io in  prov is ions of  the Townsvi l le  peoce Agreement .  S ince,  then i ts
mondote hos evolved ond now inc ludes tok ing o leqd ro le  in  promot ing
peoce ond not ionol  un i ty .



Furthermore, Choirmon, lwish to high l ight  thot  o Ministry thot  oddresses issues
of nqt ionol  uni ty,  reconci l iqt ion ond peoce is not common omong
governments of  the wor ld.  (Sl  could be the f i rst  in the wor ld omongst 3
others)There ore few such Ministr ies globol ly ond i t  is  o testoment to the
priorit ies of successive governments thot this Ministry exists ond oddresses
these s ic rn i f i r -qp t  i ssues .

I t  is  importont to note thot  there were other formol indigenous peoce-moking
orgonisotions estoblished by governmenl prior to RAMSI lending o helping
hond. Provided for in the TPA ond operot ing dur ing the immediote post
conf l ic t  per iod the Government estobl ished the Peoce Monitor ing Counci l
ond the Internot ionol  Peoce Monitor ing Teom. The PMC loter become the
NPC These formol orgonisot ions commenced the process of  creot ing peoce
dur ing those eor ly yeors when our low enforcement inst i tut ions could no
longer guorontee, protect ion ond secur i ty to our people.  In mony woys these
orgonisot ions struggled to fu l f i l  there purpose ond mondote.  However,  wnen
RAMSI orr ived there wos on opportuni ty to hormonise locol  level  governonce
with the formol inst i lut ions of  government.  This opportuni ty st i l l  exists.  This
recipe is on imporlont opportuni ty of  whot is required to odequotely resolve
some of the issues of  our immediote post ond enoble o stoble ond peoceful
future.

As o young Ministry ond o Ministry thot  os such is not o 'normol funct ion of
most governments,  iorgeted RAMSI ossistonce to MNURP under the three
pi l lor  structure ( low ond just ice/  Economic reforms/Mochinery of
Government)  hos been l imi ted.

This is to not soy thot RAMSI efforts ore exclusive of those of the Ministry. In
mony woys the work thot  both ent i t ies undertoke is complementory wi th in o
^a/ ' r /^a hr  r i l r ' l in
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The Ministry of  Noi ionol  Uni ty,  Reconci l iot ion ond Peoce hos exper ienced on
evolv ing mondote of  ro le ond funct ion os peoce qnd secur i ty issues hove
chonged ond improved over the lost  5 yeors.  The cont inuing existence of
such o Ministry is o ref lect ion of  successive governments '  who consistent ly
nr ia r i t i co  Panr -g  BUi ld ing  Ond ReCOnCi l iOt iOn.  r . ,  _'\vvv '""';:;i ' 
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Choirmon, I hqve olreody spoken o,bout the similorit ies belween RAMSI ond

g4MNURPin tho tweshores im i |o r@bdthq t i swhere thes im i |q r i l i es
ceqse of present. I purposely mentioned 'of present', becouse I encouroge
strengthened porlnership somelime in lhe future.



Choirmon, regordless of  the s imi lor  mondotes to ensure peoce ond stobi l i ty ,
both the Ministry ond RAMSI cont inue to work seporotely.  We focus on
di f ferent oreos of  peoce bui ld ing but move toword the sqme overol l  goots.

ht 5 (1. rL.* c, \ 'l-.-
It would moke sense to hormonise qnd connect someTdT these efforts in o

coordinoted monner.  l t  wi l l  be on opportuni ty forgone/ i f  there hos not been
greoter support  to encouroge indigenous resolut ion of  unresolved issues.

Choirmon, I  th ink we understond RAMSI's focus l ies in strengthening stote
inst i tut ions becouse of  stote bui ld ing orguments ossocioted with post conf l ic t
feCovgry. /i r)4wr vt--''l

The Ministry,  on the other hond, focuses on foci l i tot ing ond support ing
not ionol  reconci l iot ion ond peoce bui ld ing.  This moter io l ises through the
Not ionol  Reconci l iot ion ond Peoce Bui ld ing Progrom wi lh the fo l lowing
speci f ic  outcomes; in l )  Complet ing t ruth ond reconci l iot ion process ond
estobl ished whot hoppened dur ing the yeors of  the conf l ic t .  This olso requires
providing opportunity for reconcil iotion of oll levels of society ond the
oddressing ihe concerns of  v ict ims. 2) Creote funct ioning networks ond
portnerships between stokeholders thot  ident i fy ond recognise potent io l
conf l ic t  ond work to resolve tensions; ond 3) Empower community leoders to
be oble to deol  wi th conf l ic t  ond prevent outbreoks of  v io lence

In ferms of lhe imporlonce of some of the work of the Ministry in relolion to lhe
overqll peqce process ond RAMSI mqndqle:-

I  wist  to refer,  to the Poci f ic  ls londs Forum Review of  RAMSI June 2OOZ which
olso gove mention in Section Four of i ls Recommendotions, t it led thoi ' there is
o strong desire for  greoter movement on reconci l iot ion in Solomon ls londs
ond thot stronger ef for t  in th is oreo would be of  greot benef i t  to ensur ing the
long term stobi l i iy  ond uni ty of  Solomon ls londs'

The review further noted thot ihe SIG foces o number of  importont not ionol
chol lenges concerning devolui ion,  decentrol isot ion ond reconci l io i ion ond
oddressing the couses of  the ethnic tensions. Recommendot ions 52 on the
Reconci l iot ion Process <rnd Recommendot ion 53 Enquiry into root Couses otso
beors relevonce ond which the Ministry endorses for lh is commit tees
considerot ion.

RAMSI's current role,  even in providing logist icol  suppor i  to the MNURP is very
minimol;  the report  recommended thot i t  is  oppropr iote for  lhe Forum ro
foci l i tote requesis f rom the SIG for ossistonce from sources os the
Commonweolth Secretor iot  ond the United Not ions.  Becouse fhe Minisfry
success in fockling these issues wil l impoct positively on RAMSI's work.
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Hoving soid thot ,  the Ministry fu l ly  ocknowledges, thot  RAMSI copoci ty
bui ld ing ond inst i tut ionol-strengthening work is olreody moking on importont
contr ibut ion to not ion bui ld ing ond peoce bui ld ing o wel l  os helping SIG
exercise its sovereignty in o meoningful monner.

Choirmon, while lhe obove hos been menlioned in PIF reviews, the Act qnd
the relqled policy fromeworks hove o noloble obsence of peoce ond peoce
building relqled provisions ond indicolors.

Understonding thot the drof t ing of  the FIA Act wos in qn environment when
the priority wos for the restorolion of low, order ond security; Now thot
environment hos chonged there seems to be o feosible orgument thot  RAMSI
policy fromeworks incorporote peoce qnd peoce building provisions ond
indicotors to foci l i to ie ond enoble Solomon ls londers oddress tension reloted
issues, reconci l iot ion ond creote v ioble ond empowering mechonisms for
oddressing conf l ic t .

l f  RAMSI'S role is to ossist  in the long term stobi l i ty  of  Solomon ls londs then
some effort ond ossisionce is required to enoble the Solomon lslonds tprtE
Government ond i ts people oddress ond reconci le gr ievonces in o monner L
thot is meoningful to Solomon lslonders. As we ore oll owqre if grievonces ore 7.ec<,,.^^l}
noi oddressed oppropriotely ond ovenues for reconcil iotion ore noi provided rr. t-r"-&r,"
then oll of the good work thot hos been presented by RAMST :rrff iff i \u",.

From the foregoing, I provide three suggeslions for the Commiitee from the
Ministry 's perspect ive which bui lds on the PIF review recommendot ions:

1 '  Thot meoningful  reconci l iot ion ond low ond order be considered on
indicoior for  success ond thot the RAMSI phose down consider th is o
condi t ion.

2. RAMSI reconsiders support where oppropriote for the Nqtionql
Reconci l iot ion process, ( through strengthening of  locol  level
governonce eg) ond is encouroged to strengthen logist icol  support  for
the Ministry 's work.

3.  RAMSI foci l i tote through ihe Poci f ic  ls lond Forum, SIG requests for  t imely
support  f rom the Commonweolth Secretor iot  ond the United Not ions
towords the Not ionol  Reconci l iot ion progrom

Mr Choir ,  these recommendot ions moy not require legis lot ive omenomenTs
rother they moy be incorporoted into pol icy f romeworks ond con be
oddressed through ihe portnership fromework. Presenting it oi ihis high
politicol forum iyiffiortont. -k v^..Lc<.-*^k"-.L f{\.v\a\n^-L 
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Finol ly,  choirmon ond members,  I  ogree with mony stokeholders who hove
oppeored before th is Commit tee qnd descr ibed thot the londscope ond the
scenorio hcrs chonged. The time is ripe for discussion to ensure thot we
ochieve whot is sustoinoble for  Solomon ls londs. We connot of ford to be
complocent, government needs to clorify whot it wonts ond the directions
thot need to be undertoken to ochieve the shored gools.  In the t rue spir i t  of
portnership,  f r iendship ond good diplomocy the review is t imely.

On behol f  of  the Ministry,  we must soy thonkyou to RAMSI ond governments
ond peoples of  the region for giv ing Solomon ls londs this second chonce ot
bui ld ing o " t ru ly uni ted,  Peocefur ond progressive solomon ls londs. '

Choirmon, I ihonk you for the opporiunity to present my views before this
Commit tee.



QUESTTONS FOR THE pS, MINISTRY OF NATIONAL UNITY,
RECONCILIATION AND PEACE

a| What is your view on this statement?

I think this is a very important feed - back from witnesses and the
organisations that they represent. If peace building is accorded priority to
ensure long term stability, then this should be reflected in the committee
recommendations or outcome of this review.

However, the Committee must understand that 'peace building is very broad'
term. It is important to clarify what is it that we mean by 'peace building'?
How is Peace Building translated into our work? What are the goals and
objectives of our peace building efforts?

There are different interpretations or practical applications and also
emphasis placed on peace building. In the context of Solomon Islands case
with external Intervention like RAMSI, the "comprehensive package" is
seen as a peace building strategr simply because it comes after a period of
conflict. Peace building is often understood as blending development,
strengthening state institutions and security agendas. This is in contrast to
peace keeping or emphasis on military interventions.

The Ministry's peace building views are focused in the context of the work of
the Ministry, through the National Reconciliation and Peace Building
program. While national reconciliation focuses on the past ethnic tension

and related issues, empowering local leve1 governance is an important

strategr that the Ministry works towards. The programs include facilitating

dialogue processes and forums at different levels of society including at the

institution level. Preventative mechanisms are also promoted through

strengthening local structures to address and resolve conflicts issue

peacefully or in a non-violent manner. This would also enable local

ownership for reconciliation processes and ensuring peace and stability

within communities.

To do this existing informal and formal structures of conflict must be

identified, reviewed, strengthened and supported creating enhanced

mechanisms that enable national unity.

Qs 1. Many of the witnesses before this committee have
raised the crucial importance of Peace Building as important I
in ensuring long term stability of Solomon Island and the I
overall success of the RAMSI Intervention l



Ques t ionb )How,doyouseeRAMSI 'manda te in th i sp i c tu re?

I think the Facilitation Act underpinning RAMSI's mandate is very silent on

peace, to begin with there is no specific reference to the kord 'peace' if one

refers to the ACT'where it refers to the term 'public purpose' Clause 3(1) a

,public purpose means the purpo.ses o/ ensuring the securitg and safetg of

persons and propertg, maintaining supplies and. seruices essential to the life

of the communita, preuenting and suppressing uiolence, intimidation and

crime, maintainiig tarr,, and. ord.er, supporting the administration of justice'

supporting and d.euetoping solomon Islands institutions and responding to

natural catastroPhic euents.. "'

Despite this the ultimate goal of achieving sustainable peace is only inferred

in the ACTe and also in the' Treaty signed by the Participating countries

with reference to the 'package of strengthened assistance' specified therein'

This is a non-issue may be as far as the legal framework is concerned'

Having said. that, I think " peace building'is the very essence, of RAMSI',s

mandate in helping sIG rebuild sustainable peace and stability' The terms

'creating the environment and providing that space for the government and

people of solomon Islands, to take the lead in addressing internal issues

that have given rise to the conflict or the tensions' have been used to

describe the partnership arrangements'

,Peace building' as used in the above context is the common thread that

should run across ali the 3 pillars of RAMSI with the ultimate goal of helping

SIG rebuild and achieve sustainable peace,



Qs 2. One of the policy goals of the Ministry is to have a

united, peaceful and prosperous and progressive solomon

Islands? The expected outcome of this policy goal is a

strengthened sense of National unity amongst all people and

strengthened national consciousness, identity anq rilty.

This is related to the overall Vision of the Government' It should be every

citizens dream and hopes for a united, peaceful and progressive SI"

CNURA Govt Policy Statements and Policy Translation and Implementation

document places key emphasis on "A United, peaceful, progressive and

prosperous Solomon Islands; one that is God fearing"'

As such, CNURA 6 priorities have highlighted reconciliation and

rehabilitation as an overarching priority over the next 2 years because it

sees that Social stability, particularly for the Ministry in rebuilding

relationship issues arising from the ethnic tensions as very important'

A stable solomon Islands is fundamental for all its development

endeavours.

The fact of life for us in the Solomon Islands is our diversified country' sI

are rich culturally, our half a million people speak 85 different languages'

geographically scattered over 1,000 small islands, stretched over massive

seas etc. We see and live and 'govern' ourselves as a Nation of villages and

communities, we identify with our immediate tribes and clans, than with the

formai government system. Formal State government and institutions is

alien, remain remote and inaccessible to the far majority' The concept of

citrzenry is abstract.

What- ever that we had then in-terms of being a nation, the ethnic tensions

has only further fragmented and created divisions and mistrust amongst our

people.

Qsa)howdoyouv iewth ispo l icy in termsof themandateof
RAMSI?

In general, I think this is an overarching policy that also falls under RAMSI

mandate and also other peace building stakeholders programs including the

donor communities. At the end of the d.y, in strengthening state

institutions to be effective, RAMSI is to help Solomon Islands to work

towards achieving this goal'



The specific program activities are those that can be negotiated under the

strengthened partnership arrangements and can be accommodated at the

policy level.

The expected outcomes however a very long term because it encompasses

the process of nation building

My view, is that the shift to nation building where it involves local level

governance, and issues relating to local cultures and those tying in with

social cohesiveness issues, I think this is where RAMSI wants to tread

carefully, because this is often seen as the responsibility of Solomon Island

Government and solomon Islanders to take the lead role.

Qs b) in your view what are the critical areas in terms of

implementing this policy goal that RAMSI can assist in?

As alluded, to this is a broad policy goals and the expected outcomes are

also very long term.

I have highlighted that this is a very cross cutting policy and one can say

that under RAMSI's existing mandate and the three pillar programs, this is

currently being addressed.

For example, improved and strengthened. law and order creates the enabling

environment for communities to go ahead with reconciliation and likewise

in strengthening governance and re-functioning of our state institutions,

this also enables local level governance to function, economic governance

helps us progress economicallY.

In terms of the directly assisting with ttre work of the Ministry, we realise

that RAMSI has expressed the areas such as Reconciliation, the Forum

Secretariat review referred to devolution and decentralrzation as national

issue, just like land issues, are areas best left to Solomon Islanders to take

the 1ead. We have been reminded that at a number of meetings, because it

falls outside of RAMSI mandate.

However, because of the shared overarching goais, MNURP I am sure can be

accommodated. at program level under one of the 3 pillars, without the need

for legislative amendments.

The argument I might wish to highlight here, is that Reconciliation' the way

we define and practice is integral to peace building. People of solomon

Islands are very much in control and know what it means to people' what

the program needs is logistics support'



As far as direct assistance, unfortunately the Ministry of National Unity'

Reconciliation and Peace, hang in the air between the RAMSI pillar of

assistance such as Law and Justice Project (Police and National security'

law and Justice, Ministry of Public service (Machinery oG) and MoF.

In terms of Direct Assistance to the Ministry (logistics, or capacity

development, equipment) does not exist although the Ministry is represented

in The Forum Enhanced Mechanism committee as one of the core

ministries.

The ad-hoc ,logistics assistance that we receive is the availability of the

RAMSI ,helicopter' for MNURP Staff and RAMSI reconciliation ceremonies

otherwise that is all full stop. You can call it the Helicopter ride Assistance'

I do not wish to delve into the reasons, why this is so, but may be one of the

reasons was that when RAMSI arrived here, the Ministry then was also just

evolving from the being the popular Ministry responsible for compensations'

It is also a very young Ministry, a unique ministry just like RAMSI itself'

a) what are your views on this partnership in relation to the Ministry

of National Unity Reconciliation and Peace?

In terms of RAMSI Partnership with the other Ministries of government I

defer this question to the key technical Ministries to answer'

I am tempted to say very little in terms of direct partnership between

RAMSI and MNURP. This is because, as it is now MNURP do not have

any direct program activities of assistance with RAMSI' This is to do more

with the scope of RAMSI mandate, I understand'

This is not to say, however that I do not get aiong with the relevant

senior staff of RAMSI. Where our work cross we work very well and I have

alot of respect for senior RAMSI personnel especially in the area of

Reconciliation and community level programs when they join with the

staff of the Ministry. I greatly acknowledge the level of understanding

and also the high respect accorded towards local customs and traditions

of our peoPle'

other areas, RAMSi and MNURP collaboration are through the Forum

Enhanced Mechanisms, established to monitor the Partnership

a" 3. RAMSI is a partnership with the

Solomon Islands and as such this Inquiry is

what RAMSI has done or is doing.

government of

not just about



arrangements Forum Eminent persons groups Reviews, where

Ministry is one of the 5 Ministries represented. MNURP through

representation contributes to the mandate of the mechanisms

In relation to other questions I will summarise (b) (c) and (d) do you

think that the Ministry of National Unity Reconciliation and Peace

have played their part fully and effectively in this partnership?

It is a pity that the Ministry, as I have described in terms of direct

assistance hang in the ai5 between the 3 pillars as far as policy sharing is

concerned, but nog.t?f6ffi any form of direct assistance.

But in the areas mentioned above, I hope Ministry have contributed in

what little way we could. In terms of future partnership, I hope under the

SIG/ RAMSI Strengthened Partnership this area could be considered'

On the other hand, the fact that MNURP reconciliation program is fully

funded under SIG is a reflection of SIG commitment. From a technical view

RAMSI involvement would need careful consideration as they have

suggested, because this might distort the traditional reconciliation

community Processes.

S lf yJ" asked to identify the main challenges facing peace

building in Solomon Islands

af What would that be?

This is a very broad and hypothetical question hence I will focus on the

Ministry programs in peace building at community level in translation of

government Policies.

Mr Chairman I can only speak from the Ministry's perspectives, the main

peace building challenge for the Ministry is to identify and address the root

causes of the ethnic tensions. The Reconciliation process, with the key

emphasis on rebuilding relationships is one of the main mechanisms,

pursued by the Ministry for addressing issues. The reconciliation process in

itself is challenging. ,Logistical requirements place pressure on limited

resources. capacity oflthe Ministry to address all these very levels is very

limited. '  
Iu,<; pt-i f,,,- Q;'\ kte pofrtrl l
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bf Do you think RAMSI is addressing the challenges

mentioned and in what waYs?

Directly, in terms of assistance from RAMSI, there is none'

in my initial statement there has been limited support

Ministrv to assist in the Ministry's peace building work'

But ind.irectly though through its current programs through other sectors'

RAMSI is contributing to long term peace building'

Many witnesses who have appeared before the committee I am sure have

reflected on the state of the RSIP back then, where it was compromised from

head to toe in the period 1998 until 2003. Today, I would like to say that

the local police do understand that they will have to take the front line' In

turn public confidence and trust is slowly increasing in our local officers'

RAMSI frrst stage, I understand was to 'cleanse'the force and put in major

reform measures across the solomon Islands police Force' This, include

major Technical and Advisory support. The challenges faced by the

assistance with the state of the poiice then were enormous, and to start with

there were no clear distinction between 'police'officer and the rogue officers

etc.

From the reports that i have read I understand that this is the core of

Capacity Development Building programs, where PPF is now playing an

advisory and mentoring roles. one of the major goals I believe in the overall

restructuring of the force is for solomon Islands to restore trust and

confidence in this important state institutions that is mandated to protect

all cittzens of this nation and enforce law and order'

I do not think that there is an increasing dependency, but that things are

improving and though slowly but surely confidence in our SIPF is slowly

gaining momentum. we must all appreciate and acknowledge that Reforms

and Restructuring of the sIPF will take a long time and years.

How we improve on the foundations now laid within the police requires our

participation and we cannot fall back into the mentality and the common

phrase "RAMSI save duim" because RAMSi will not be here forever' The

question is if RAMSI were to leave tomorrow what is sI alternative stratery

to fill in the gap? The urgency is on us Solomon Islands not to watch the

opportunities go Past fast.

that you just

As I mentioned
provide to mY

6. What are your thoughts on the view that

increasing dependency of the local police on

public confidence in local police is declining?



In addition part of the ongoing review should enable us to all understand

the issues that are creating that dependency by local police' even now 5

years after first arrival of RAMSI and investment of extensive amount of

resources into the SIPF. Issue could be 'institutional issues' to do with

conditions of service, capability resources (transport and logistics), security

issues, attitudinal issues (wantokinism is a big issue)

I will conclude my answer to this question by saying that the SIPF need our

support; plenty of public support so that we could regain sense of pride and

discipline in our police force. At the personal level, I will congratulate, men

and women of the force who have stood the test during those darkest years

of the history of our country and who are still serving the people of this

nation regardless.

Z in ttt" previous hearings, this committee heard much

about the ongoing negotiations regarding the partnership

Framework between the government and RAMSI. It is said

that the Framework will establish mutually -agreed

condition- based timelines to phase down RAMSI's

engagement in critical areas of government as the

capacity continues to grow.

a) How is this going to be achieved in relation to the

Ministry of National unity, Reconciliation and Peace

Currently, the Ministry is not fal1 directly und.er the 3 pillars or in any of the

main RAMSI programs within RAMSI. So, your question on condition- based

timeline phase down does not directly affect the Ministry as such.

But generally, the Partnership Framework that is currently being consulted

on further by SIG is a proposal that seeks primarily to realign RAMSI

programs with Government priorities. In other words, this is how

government sees the directions that the programs are taking; what needs to

be absorbed under Bilateral programs, or those activities that have achieved

objectives and SIG is now ready, then these can cease'

Apart from the details of the various proposition that will be put forward for

RAMSI considerations and discussions, the process of negotiating the

partnership framework has alot of merit in that it has engaged technicai

officers of the Ministries of government, to carefully assess the program

activities in a transparent manner. Consequently, local ownership for the

partnership is also strengthened.



9) What is your general view on any proposal to re-arm the

Solomon Islands Police Force and do you think this will

have an impact whether positively or negatively on the

ongoing peace building initiatives currently undertaken by

the Ministry?

I think the timing is not right and that the police should not be re-armed

at this stage. The current Government has made it clear that it is 'No

GunS" government. Even for the 'close protection unit' When and if for

issues of National Security such as Border surveillance purposes for

example, then this has to be done carefully and strategically. Even thetr

this will put back to the people to decide through a National Referendum.

This issue was cause for heavy debate in 2OO7, although the idea at the

time was for this to be very restricted to areas such as the personal

protection unit etc. Alot of reasons were given against the rearming of the

SIPF.

From the Ministry's perspective, Rearming at this stage now will have

very negative effects on the reconciliation processes and peace building

programs that the Ministry is facilitating between the peoples of the

provinces that were directly affected.

Secondly, from community feed- back, this is because people still lack

confidence and trust in the Police Force. People feel that the SIPF is yet to

reach the stage where it can have the trust and confidence to be armed

for the purposes of

10. From your own personal point of view, do you think

the focus of RAMSI"s work in Solomon Islands should

broadened and maintained in years to come' or do you

think RAMSI should now be more focused on an exit

strategy?

1. At the outset, we understand that RAMSI will not be here forever' This

is the fact. The, onus is also therefore on our govefnment and people to

prepare ourselves to take over when RAMSI Job is done''

i would like to highlight the opportunities now that are being presented,

through RAMSI assistance for SI to build on. To address issues of

governance, economic progress, see ourselves as one people with a

common purpose and destiny. In reality, 30 years on and after the years



of the violence, this is really a second chance at Nation Building for

solomon Islands if we are to learn from the lessons of our past'

2. I think the outcome of this Review will help in this regard in

identifying or confirm the thinking of our people and in what areas and

what needs to be done, with clear achievable objectives.

3. The other exercise of determining, what areas will need to be

broadened and maintained will be through the Partnership Framework

negotiations and mapping the way forward for the Partnership. This is

just one mechanism, but technical officers, SI experts and academics,

ordinary people should discuss the details of what this partnership

should be.

The thinking is that either this promotes Violence' or fear amongst

society. But we understand the stratery for the weapons and backup' I

think I do not feel intimidated because I know this is done with great

discipline; and it is not done excessively; it reflects law, it shows

protection for the far majority of ordinary citizens and a means of

deterrent from rogues who feel they can 'test' the arms of law and order,

are reminded of the arms of the law. The military component have toned

down'this to a reasonable level than before.

wrt"t do you see as some of the successes, failurest2. What dO yOU See aS SOme OI EIre sucsesss|'r I-'L

and areas of improvement of RAMSI programs in the area

of peace and reconciliation during the last 5 years

Peace and reconciliation is really people centred and which needs to

come from the heart. Therefore people need to own the process' RAMSI

has no direct partnership with the Ministry'

But it without denial and we must be lhank full like other stakeholders

that rlr\w'(1 v\ia €t'\c&'\tc-L ''li( t-c'c-{--Ll fi1.i.-t-u\A

J-' ,t r.{t{ J,- C 0.. \r,-

lL How do you feel generally about RAMSI personnel

carrying firearms openly in Public?



13. What are the main bench marks in terms of promoting

and fostering National Unity and sustainable peace that

you would see as essential prior to any proposal to reduce

or remove the presence of RAMSI in the Solomon Islands.

promoting and fostering National Unity and sustainable peace, is the core

of government responsibility. The citizens of any nation have the right to

peace and to be united.

The different RAMSI pillars and programs all contribute to the return of

peace and in strengthpning state institutions this will enable government

to deliver services,'frrffte its people.

Some of the bench marks are that SI have a truly Strengthened Police

and National Security and law and order this must continue for some

time yet and this must have clear milestones that should be achieved

within specific time frame work. SIG contributions and responsibilities

shouid be clearly mapped out to take over.

The Democratic Institutions and the 3 arms of government must be

allowed to function according to law and enforceable by law.

Local level governance and the role of local structures should also be

strengthened. There should also be indicators to ^/\,e(.,/)-./vL -tjl"

Specific Program revlews

identified.

to be conducted so that clear areas can be



Qs 14. Under 2OO8 Development Budget for the Ministry

there are number of important projects that fall under the

consolidated and non-consolidated funds that the Ministry

is implementing as part of the overall peace building

initiatives by the Ministry

af Coutd you please inform the Committee on the progress

of these projects and your assessment on the impact of

these projects?

Yes, I am happy to provide a progress report on our Development Budget

projects. At the outset, the Ministry of National Unity, Reconciliation and

peace are one of the smallest in terms of both human and budgetary

resources and therefore capacity to implement program activities'

we have a total of $5.9 m budget for Development activities.

Under government funding we have the National Reconciliation

program at the value of $5m. This covers the various reconciliation

processes as outlined in the CNURA policy statement. This encompasses

the Intra Constituency based reconciliations on Guadalcanal and

Malaita, Inter-provincial and also between the provinces and the process

of reconciliation between SIG with all the provinces. The key activities

include training components and also workshops and peace building

activities at the Constituency based levels. A Reaffirmation ceremony

was conducted in July 2OO8 which paves the way ahead. The Malaita

Intra-reconciliation process has continued from 2007-2OO8. The major

constraining factor had been the late passage of funds only in June/July.

Guadalcanal Province Intra-constituency based Peace building and

Reconciliation processes though delayed due to the late start of its Peace

Building Committee is an important mechanism that would help in

coordinating the process on Guadalcanai. One of its important tasks is to

discuss the sIG High Level committee report on the peace and

reconciliation process is to set the direction for the Guadalcanal Intra-

reconciliation program. Western provinces will also start its office soon.

The passage of the truth and Reconciliation Commission ACT is one of

the major achievements. The process of establishment of the Commission

proper should start in 2OO9



Design phase of a Rehabilitation projec't has now reached project

concept note. With Cabinet approval Project Documentation should

commence.

What are the impacts of this project in relation to the expected

outcomes? Measuring impacts of some of these initiatives are qualitative

and descriptive.

The key strategic outcomes of the National reconciliation programs are

i. Completing truth and reconciliation process and established what

happened during the years of the conflict

ii. Creating functioning networks and partnerships between

stakehoiders and identify and recognise potential conflict and work

to resolve tensions and

iii. Empower community leaders to be able to deal with conflict and

prevent conflicts etc.

Some of the impacts are being felt in terms of general

understanding of khat is true and meaningful'reconciliation. The

dialogues processes are important where victims and perpetrators

were provided the opportunity to come together and talk over

issues which had led to a number of community reconciliations.

Etc.


