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MARITIME SAFETY ADMINISTRATION BILL 2009

PART 1 — PRELIMINARY

Short title and 1. 1) This Act may be cited as the Maritime Safety
Administration Act 2009.

commencement

(2) This Act commences on a date appointed by the
Minister, by notice in th&azette.

Interpretation 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires

“Administration” means the Solomon Islands Maritime
Safety Administration established, constituted and
empowered under Part 2;

“Director of Marine” and “Director” mean the publofficer
holding for the time being, the office of Direciuir
Marine;

“financial procedures” means the financial procegur
procurement procedures, Financial Instructionsgr a
other financial directives made under the Publiahice
and Audit Act (Cap. 120), and includes financial
procedures made pursuant to the National Transport
Fund Act 2009;

“franchise contract” means a contract, agreement or
arrangement under section 14(4) for the purpose of
implementing a franchise shipping scheme;

“franchise operator” means a person providing shigpp
services in accordance with arrangements applying
under this Act in relation to a franchise shipping
scheme;

“franchise shipping scheme” means any franchisepshg
scheme administered and implemented under Part 3;

“Fund” means the National Transport Fund, estabtish
under the National Transport Fund Act 2009, and



includes any other lawfully constituted Special &un
established for the purposéster alia, of supporting
the development and maintenance of maritime
infrastructure, and franchise shipping services;

“maritime infrastructure” includes pier, wharf, tigtmarine

navigation aids in waters navigable by sea-going

vessels, slipway or ship repair facility;

“Minister” means the Minister responsible for the

administration of this Act;

“Ports Authority” means the Solomon Islands Ports

Authority established under the Ports Act (Cap.)161

"port state control" means the process of inspgciimd

)
(@)

otherwise regulating foreign vessels which have
entered Solomon Islands for the purposes of ergurin
that they comply with safety requirements applytimg
vessels, and with the requirements of the Safetyfef
at Sea Convention.

This Act binds the Crown.

The Administration is an agency of the Crown.

The objectives of this Act are —

(@)

(b)

()
(d)

to implement regulatory and operational reforms in
the maritime sector;

to establish the Solomon Islands Maritime Safety
Administration;

to regulate shipping franchise schemes;

to facilitate the implementation of maritime
conventions and agreements.

Act binds the

Crown

Objectives of the
Act



Establishment

Composition

PART 2 — ESTABLISHMENT, FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE
SOLOMON ISLANDS MARITIME SAFETY ADMINISTRATION

5.

(1) The Solomon Islands Maritime Safety Administrat

is hereby established, and shall be constitutedaged and empowered
under this Act.

6.
this Act and any other law for which the Adminisipa is responsible, the
Administration shall be constituted by —

(2)  The Administration shall be responsible for
administering, applying and enforcing the Shippiug
1998, and any other law applying to the maritimgein
Solomon Islands, unless such a law specificallyiples for
its administration by an entity other than the Anistiration.

(8)  All references to the “Marine Division” or the
“Marine Department” in the Shipping Act 1998, andany
other law, shall be deemed to be references to the
Administration, and the Administration is empowered
accordingly.

(2) For the purpose of implementing the provisiohs

(@) the Minister, acting under the authority of th
Shipping Act 1998 and other relevant
maritime laws;

(b) the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry,
acting under the authority of the Shipping Act
1998 and other relevant maritime laws;

(c) the Director of Marine; and

(d) other officers of the Administration authodse
in accordance with this Act to implement the
provisions of the Shipping Act 1998, and to
exercise the powers given to specified officers
under that Act and other laws administered by
the Administration.

(2)  The officers of the former Marine Division #ha
become officers of the Administration, and upomsfar they
shall hold the equivalent offices in the Adminisioa.



3) For all purposes the office of Director of N
under this Act shall be the equivalent of the affad
Superintendent of Marine.

(4)  The Director may designate any office withie t
Administration to be the equivalent of a formeriadfof the
Marine Division, subject to the public service laws

Q) The functions of the Administration include —

(@) all aspects of maritime administration under
the Shipping Act 1998 and other relevant
laws, including —

(i)

(if)
(iii)
(iv)

v)

(vi)

(Vi)

(viii)

(ix)

)

the registration of vessels and the
maintenance of the register of ships;

the inspection and survey of vessels;
the regulation of small craft;

the certification of seamen, and of
marine pilots;

the employment and welfare of
seamen;

the regulation and operation of marine
navigation aids;

the inspection and regulation of other
maritime infrastructure;

the imposition of requirements related
to maritime safety and maritime
security;

authority over wrecks and salvage in
accordance with Part X of the
Shipping Act 1998; and

other responsibilities involving the
regulation, management, application

Functions
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(b)
(€)

(d)

(e)

()

(9)

(h)

(i)

0

and enforcement of requirements applying
to the maritime sector to achieve
compliance with applicable international
maritime conventions, agreements and
arrangements.

all aspects of port state control inspectibuassels;

regulation of search and rescue services and
operations;

marine pollution prevention and response, and
related matters;

regulation of the construction, use and inspeof
maritime infrastructure;

setting and enforcing standards of constructb
vessels within Solomon Islands, and standards
applying to the repair or salvage of vessels;

functions involving hydrography, including the
preparation and approval of charts and surveys for
maritime purposes;

the provision of technical support for the
administration of approved franchise schemes fer th
provision of shipping services within Solomon
Islands, and the exercise of lawful regulatory
authority over such services;

the regulation of vessels undertaking any regem
any marine area, subject to section 3 of the Relsear
Act (Cap. 152);

other maritime functions under applicable lawsas
approved by Cabinet.

(2)  During periods of emergency and in the evématural
disasters, the Administration shall perform sudbasgofunctions and
powers in relation to the protection of shippingl amaritime
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infrastructure and the safety of life at sea, ascansistent
with any applicable law relating to emergencies disdster
management.

(3)  The Administration shall be responsible fag th
application, implementation and enforcement ofrimé&ional
maritime conventions and agreements as provideith lBart
5.

(4)  The certification of pilots by the Administiath
under subsection (1)(iv) does not affect the powétbke
Ports Authority to licence, regulate and managetpidnd to
provide pilotage services under the Ports Act (Q&[.).

(5) For the purpose of subsection (4), no persaii bk
licensed as a pilot or to carry out pilotage sexvinder the
Ports Act (Cap. 161) unless the person is firdifes as a
marine pilot by the Administration.

(6)  Unless the context otherwise requires, refegstrin
any law to the Merchant Shipping Act 1894, or tg an
provision of that Act, shall be deemed to be refees to the
appropriate provisions of the Shipping Act 1998, as
determined by the Minister, by order in Bazette.

8. 1) The Administration may exercise any power unde  5,,ers
this Act, the Shipping Act 1998 and any other niraetlaw for which the
Administration is responsible.

(2)  Alllicences and certificates issued by the
Administration, and other documents evidencingakercise
of the authority of the Administration, shall bgrséd by the
Director on behalf of the Administration.

(3)  The Administration may, with the approval bét
Minister, enter into appropriate arrangements étain of
its functions to be undertaken under contract ligbly
qualified persons, if such functions relate to —

(@) the survey and inspection of vessels;

(b)  the installation and maintenance of marine
navigations aids;
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(c) theinspection of other maritime
infrastructure;

(d)  the provision of search and rescue serviges; o

(e) the management, operation and maintenance
of assets of the Administration.

(4)  All arrangements made under subsection (3 mus
comply with any financial procedures.

(5) No arrangement made under subsection (3) resty v
any power of regulatory control or authority in gygrson,
but the Administration may delegate its powerstue
certificates or to give approvals pursuant to sec8 or 27.

(6) Notwithstanding any other law, legal proceegin
may be commenced and conducted by or on behdifof t
Administration in its own name for the purposes of
exercising its powers and functions pursuant tq latie
commencement and conduct of such proceedings are
approved by the Attorney General.

(7) Notwithstanding section 27, a person contrattedarry
out any survey, inspection, installation or maiatere under
subsection (3) who carries out or provides a defecurvey,
inspection, installation or maintenance under thdtsection
commits an offence and is liable on conviction thna not
exceeding 1,000 penalty units.

Delegation to 9. The Administration may, by notice in tiazette, delegate

Ports Authority 1S POWers to the Ports Authority where such poweay be properly
exercised within the area of ports declared unaeiPorts Act (Cap. 161),
and in particular its powers relating to —

(@) marine pollution prevention and response;
(b)  port safety and security; and
(©) marine navigation aids.

10. 1) The staff of the Administration shall be pabli
officers of the Ministry.

Officers
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(2)  For the purposes of administering the Shipping
1998, and any other law —

(@) the Director of Marine may exercise all the
powers vested in the Superintendent of
Marine and the Chief Marine Officer,
including the powers vested in the offices of
Registrar and Receiver;

(b) public officers shall be appointed within the
Administration to hold the positions of
Principal Shipping Officer, Shipping Officer,
Principal Surveyor, Surveyor and any other
office required for the effective administration
of the laws under its control; and

(c) if any appointment to a particular office has
not been made, the Director may by written
notice designate an officer of the
Administration to be the officer designated
under the Shipping Act 1998 or other law, and
such officer may exercise the powers vested
in that office.

(3) The Director may exercise any power vesteahiyn
officer by the Shipping Act 1998, and any other faw
which the Administration is responsible.

11 1) Notwithstanding any provision of the Shippiigt Forms and fees
1998 or any other law to the contrary, the DirectioMarine may approve
forms for any purpose associated with the functeomms powers of the
Administration, and any approved form shall be degto be a prescribed
form as required by any applicable law, if no staim has been so
prescribed under that applicable law.

(2)  Notwithstanding any provision of the Shippiagt
1998 or any other law to the contrary, the Ministety
prescribe fees and charges under this Act for amggse
associated with the functions and powers of the
Administration, if no such fee or charge has beesgibed
under that Act or other law.
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Franchise shipping
schemes for the purpose of supporting the provisiahipping services to

remote areas of Solomon Islands.

schemes

(4) The prescribed fees and charges and approvet fo
shall be displayed at the offices of the Administra and
other places it thinks fit.

(5)  The Minister may direct the Administrationgive
written notification or by any other appropriateans, of
approved forms to specified persons, but the faitargive
notification of approved forms does not affect vlaédity of
the forms.

(6)  Allfees and charges imposed and collectethby
Marine Division prior to the commencement of thist Are
deemed to have been validly fixed, imposed ancctetl
notwithstanding any law to the contrary.

(7)  No action shall lie against the Administratiar
Government in relation to any fee or charge impasetl
collected by the Marine Division prior to the commement
of this Act.

PART 3 -FRANCHISE SHIPPING SCHEMES

Q) The Ministry may implement franchise shipping

(2)  All franchise shipping schemes shall be adsténed,
managed and operated under this Part, and pursuant
franchise contract.

(3)  Allfranchise shipping operators providing\sees
under this Part shall have access to all portsitimar
infrastructure, anchorages and landing placeshfor t
purposes of providing the franchise shipping sewicubject
only to —

(@) compliance with regulations and by-laws
applying to the operators; and

(b) payment of fees and charges prescribed under
section 21(1)(c).



13. Q) The Ministry shall be responsible for the
administration and implementation of approved frase shipping schemes

and shall make appropriate arrangements for -

@)
(b)

(©
(d)

(e)

(f)

)

(h)

(i)

(h)

the preparation of tender documents;

the management of tender process and
assessment of tenders;

negotiation with bidders;

monitoring the performance of franchise
shipping operators;

securing moneys or payments from the Fund
under any financial procedures applying to the
Fund, and securing funds from any other
lawful source;

preparing annual reports on the operation of
the approved franchise schemes, and such
other reports as the Minister may require;

the review of the approved franchise schemes
and making necessary modifications to ensure
the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of the
operation and administration of the schemes;

making arrangements for the re-tendering of
franchise contracts, or their renewal on
appropriate terms;

imposing requirements on franchise operators
under section 15; and

any other necessary aspect of the
implementation and management of approved
franchise schemes.

(2)  The Ministry shall ensure that adequate funds
apply to an approved franchise shipping scheme haga
identified and approved from the Fund, or othedfog

15

Administration o

1 franchise schemes
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sources, before any action is taken under subse(djao
implement such scheme.

Maters affecting 14. (1)  The Ministry shall exercise its powers in tiga to
the powers of th ITaNChise shipping schemes in accordance withitfaeéial procedures.

Ministry . i
(2)  The financial procedures shall set out —

(a)  the tender processes used for franchise
shipping schemes; and

(b)  the eligibility of operators to tender for ataod
participate in franchise shipping schemes.

(3)  The Ministry shall comply with the financial
procedures applying to the Fund before it commiis a
money from the Fund to a franchise shipping scheme.

(4)  The implementation of franchise shipping sceem
shall be in accordance with franchise contractsentsdween
the Ministry and approved franchise operators, tvisiall
be in compliance with the requirements applying to
government contracts.

(5)  Any franchise contract made under subsectdn (
may impose requirements on franchise shipping ¢ipes
that relate to —

(@) the quality of services to be provided;
(b)  minimum safety standards;
(c) insurance cover;

(d) obligations to comply with the Shipping Act
1998 and other relevant maritime laws;

(e) obligations to comply with all applicable
obligations arising from international
maritime conventions and agreements; and

0] any other matter to facilitate the proper and
accountable operation of a franchise scheme.
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15. Q) Notwithstanding any provision of a franchise
contract, the Ministry may serve notice on a fraseloperator to require a
variation of the services provided under the frégelcontract.

Variation of
franchise

arrangements

(2)  No change to a franchise contract shall &ffext
until the expiration of 60 days from the date updrich
notice was given to the franchise operator undesesttion
(1), unless the franchise operator agrees in wgritinthe
proposed variation.

(3) A franchise operator who has been given naticger
this section may elect to terminate the franch@dract if
the franchise operator does not agree to the @riet¢quired
by the notice.

(4)  No termination under subsection (3) shall teKect
until the Ministry has made arrangements for theises to
be provided by an alternative franchise operator.

16. (1) All franchise operators shall provide inforinat Reporting
relating to any aspect of their services or openatif required to do so from
time to time by the Ministry.

requirements, etc

(2)  When providing any information to the Mimsta
franchise operator may request that any informatiowvided
be kept confidential on the grounds that it is carcially
sensitive.

(3) The Permanent Secretary shall, on the adiitiee
Attorney General, determine whether any information
identified under subsection (2) is of such a naasré be
considered to be confidential, and the decisiotmef
Permanent Secretary shall be final.

(4)  If information is determined to be confidahtnder
subsection (3) then no person may divulge thatinébion
to any person outside of the Ministry, unless tbespn
divulging the information and the person receiving
information are acting in accordance with theirfiaw
responsibilities in relation to the administratiofia franchise
scheme.

(5)  Any person who —
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(a) fails to provide information when requested to
do so under subsection (1); or

(b)  divulges confidential information in breach of
subsection (4),

commits an offence and is liable on conviction fama not
exceeding 100 penalty units.

PART 4 — MANAGEMENT OF MARITIME INFRASTRUCTURE

i 17.  Inthis Part, a reference to “maritime infrastowet’ does not
SN include maritime infrastructure owned by the Pawtshority.

18. (1) The Minister may, by notice in tli@azette, designate

Designation of
a maritime infrastructure —

maritime
infrastructure . . i .
(a) as a public maritime infrastructure or a prvat
maritime infrastructure; or
(b)  as a national maritime infrastructure, a
provincial maritime infrastructure or
community maritime infrastructure.
(2)  Any designation made under subsection (1)}{B)l s
only be made after consultation with relevant pnoial
government authorities, and where appropriate lotthl
communities.
Effect of 19. (1) If maritime infrastructure is designated ablj

designations Maritime infrastructure under section 18(1)(a) then

affecting maritime i i i .
_ (&)  public monies, including moneys from the
infrastructure . i 4

Fund, may be applied to its maintenance;

(b)  the general public must have a right of access
and use, but this may be subject to any laws
and requirements relating to matters of safety,
security or protection of the infrastructure;

(c) by-laws may be made and applied in relation
to the use, management, operation and
protection of the infrastructure; and



(d) the infrastructure shall be subject to peodi

inspection by the Administration, and to
periodic maintenance by the Ministry.

(2)  If maritime infrastructure is designated asgte
maritime infrastructure under section 18(1)(a) then

(@)  public monies shall not be applied to its
maintenance;

(b) restrictions may be placed on rights of public

access and use by the owner of the
infrastructure;

(c) by-laws may be made by the Administration

to enforce matters of safety and security in
relation to the infrastructure;

(d) the infrastructure shall not be placed on the

Ministry’s programme for inspection and
routine maintenance; and

(e) the infrastructure shall be subject to

inspection and control by the Administration

in relation to issues of safety and security.

(3) A designation of national maritime infrastiuet
made under section 18(1)(b) shall vest rights and
responsibilities of management, control and maentee of
the infrastructure in the Ministry, and the Minjstay
collect the prescribed fees and charges for theite
infrastructure.

(4) A designation of provincial maritime infrastture
made under section 18(1)(b) shall acknowledgeities of
management and control in the relevant provincial
government.

(5) A designation of community maritime infrastiue
made under section 18(1)(b) shall acknowledgeigtes of
management and control in the relevant provincial
government or other community based entity.

19
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(6)  When maritime infrastructure is designated as
provincial or community maritime infrastructure —

(@) theissue of maintenance shall be determined
in accordance with any agreement made
between Ministry and the relevant provincial
government or community entity, for the
funding and implementation of maintenance
requirements; and

(b) fees and charges for the use of the
infrastructure may be collected by the relevant
provincial government or community entity
exercising right of management and control
over it.

20. () The Minister may, with the consent of the Bort
mariime AUtNOrity, approve the vesting of maritime infrastiure in the Ports
infrastructure by AUthOTity for the purposes of managing and maintgrthe infrastructure.

Management of

Ports Authority L.
(2) An agreement may be made between the Ministry

and the Ports Authority in relation to any vestaig
responsibility under this section, and such arremeggs may
involve the use of moneys from the Fund in accocdamith
the approved processes applying to the expendifur@nies
from the Fund.

(3) An agreement made under subsection (2) mayiper
the Ports Authority to collect and retain the pridsal fees
and charges for the use of infrastructure vested in

21. (1) The Minister may make by-laws relating to the
management, operation and regulation of any magitirfrastructure, and in
particular such by-laws may —

By-laws

(a) require acts or things to be performed or done
to the satisfaction of an officer or
representative of the Administration;

(b)  empower an officer or representative of the
Administration —
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0] to issue orders to any person requiring
acts or things to be performed or
done, or requiring that acts or things
are not to be performed or done; and

(i)  impose conditions to be fulfilled
when any required act or thing is
performed or done; and

(i)  set periods or dates upon, within or
before which the required acts or
things must be performed or done;

(© impose fees and charges for the use of any
maritime infrastructure, which may not be
levied on a discriminatory basis to the
detriment of operators;

(d) empower the Administration, or any of its
officers, employees or representatives —

(i) to carry out inspection and inquiry in
relation to the enforcement or
application of any by-law; and

(i)  to carry out any works as may be
necessary for the proper enforcement
or application of any by-law;

(e) prescribe the following penalties for breach of
the by-laws —

(i) afine not exceeding 30 penalty units
for any breach of a by-law;

(i)  afurther fine not exceeding 5 penalty
units for each day on which the
offence continues; and

(i) for a term of imprisonment not
exceeding 3 months in default of
payment of a fine.
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Procedures for

proposed by-laws

Principal and
other functions ¢
the

Administration

22.

(2) By-laws made under this section may apply gaher
to all maritime infrastructure or be stated to ggdplany
specific maritime infrastructure referred to in thelaws.

3) A court may, in addition to any penalty imposed
under subsection (1)(e), order a person convictedooeach
of a by-law to pay any costs incurred by the Adsiiaition
arising from the breach of the by-law, including tost of
any necessary repairs to or replacements of maritim
infrastructure.

(1) Notice of proposed by-laws shall be published
(a) in theGazette;

(b)  in a newspaper having wide circulation in
Solomon Islands;

(c)  in public buildings in the areas of application
of the by-laws; and

(d)  in any other place determined by the
Administration.

(2) The notice under subsection (1) shall be phbtisat
least 14 days prior to the making of the by-lawthry
Minister, but the failure to comply with this regamment shall
not affect the validity of the by-law.

(3) A copy of each by-law shall be kept at thecef of
the Administration, and shall be available for iesjon by
any person without charge.

(4)  Copies of by-laws shall be available for puas
from the Administration at a price fixed from tiretime by
the Director of Marine.

PART 5 — MARITIME CONVENTIONS AND AGREEMENTS

23.

Q) For the purposes of this Part, the Adminigirat

(a) shall, as its principal function, be resporesibl
for the implementation and enforcement of
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international maritime conventions and

agreements —

(i) to which Solomon Islands is a
party; or

(ii) which are adopted under any

written law, as domestic law of
Solomon Islands; and

(b) may take any action that may be taken by
State Parties under such international
maritime conventions.

(2)  The other functions of the Administratiorretation
to a convention or agreement are—

(@)  to liaise with and provide assistance to the
Ministry responsible for Foreign Affairs in
relation to identifying international maritime
conventions and agreements that are in the
interests of Solomon Islands to become a
party to, and consult with other Ministries and
agencies, the shipping industry and the
broader community, in relation to the
obligations that Solomon Islands will assume
under such conventions;

(b)  to liaise with relevant Ministries and agas;i
and to secure necessary approvals, to ensure
the effective representation of Solomon
Islands at meetings of the Parties of an
applicable maritime convention or agreement;

(c) to liaise with relevant regional and
international bodies to ensure that Solomon
Islands meets its obligations under an
applicable maritime convention or agreement;

(d) to manage or participate in any project, ant p
of a project, aimed at implementing any
aspect of an applicable maritime convention
or agreement;
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(€)

(®

(9)

(h)

(i)

Principles to be

applied

CY
(b)

(©

(d)

to disseminate information in relation to the
subject matter of any applicable maritime
convention or agreement, and create public
awareness about the provisions of any such
convention or agreement;

to prepare any necessary report, and regprtin
on a regular basis to the Minister in relation to
the implementation of any applicable
maritime convention or agreement;

to share information and otherwise provide
such cooperation as is required by any
applicable maritime convention or agreement;

to recommend amendment or enactment of
any law in order to effectively implement any
requirement of an applicable maritime
convention or agreement; and

to work in conjunction with relevant
government ministries and agencies to
implement any obligation or enjoy any right
under an any applicable maritime convention
or agreement.

24. (1) For the purposes of this Part, the Adminigirashall
be guided by and shall apply the following prinegpl-

the “polluter pays” principle;

the precautionary principle of international
law;

the harmonisation of laws and processes with
those of other State Parties and any other
country; and

the promotion of international and regional
cooperation in the enforcement of maritime
laws and the implementation of maritime
conventions and agreements.
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(2)  For the purpose of subsection (1)(b), the
precautionary principle is applied if, in the eveft threat
of damage to the marine environment or a risk tmdmu
health in the maritime sector, a lack of completgainty
regarding the extent of adverse effects is not asea reason
for not acting to prevent or minimise the potengsiderse
effects or risks arising in any way from a mattething
regulated under this Act or any relevant law.

25.  For the purposes of this Part, the Minister makena Regulations o
regulations for the purposes of applying, implerirgnand enforcing any implement
international maritime convention or agreement iangrticular for any maritime
purpose associated with — conventions and

agreements

(@) safety or security on vessels and in ports;
(b) the prevention or response to marine pollytion

(c) the dumping or incineration of wastes at sea b
vessels; and

(d) the implementation of regional conventions and
agreements relating to protection of the maritime
environment and the regulation of shipping in the
South Pacific region.

PART 6 — MISCELLANEOUS

26. (1) The Ministry, the Administration, officers, @loyees | jmnities
and persons acting under the authority of the Ntyigr the Administration,
including persons with delegated authority, for plieposes of implementing
this Act, shall not be subject to any action, liggi claim or demand for any
matter or thing done or omitted to be done in gfzdith (whether negligently
or not) in the performance or purported performasfcany function or duty,
or exercise or purported exercise of any power utide Act, or any other
applicable maritime law.

(2)  The Government shall not be liable for anylos
damage arising from the operation of any franckigpping
scheme under this Act.

27. Subject to section 9, the Administration may datedts
Powerto delegalyy gyvers, functions or duties under this Act to ditef of the Government,
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an officer of a provincial government or any perpoescribed by

regulations.

Value of penalty

units

28.  The value of one penalty unit is $100.

29. (1 The Minister may make regulations for any s
Power to make for which Regulations are required to be prescritmecbntemplated by this
regulations - Act, and in particular may make regulations —

CY

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(f)

@

to facilitate the proper and effective disclearg
of the functions and powers of the
Administration, including powers and
procedures for the enforcement of its lawful
functions;

to promote the safety of shipping operations
and ports management, including the
regulation or removal of vessels, structures or
things which may pose a threat to the safety or
security of vessels or maritime infrastructure;

to prescribe standards for the construction of
vessels and for the repair or salvage of
vessels, and procedures for the certification of
compliance with such standards;

to resolve any difficulties that may arise out
of the repeal of any law under this Act, and to
clarify the role of the Administration in
relation to matters that were previously
provided for under any repealed law;

to amend, revoke or repeal any regulations
saved by section 31(1);

to facilitate a due and orderly transitiontoé
former Marine Division into the
Administration; and

necessary or expedient for the purposes of
giving effect to the provisions of this Act.
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(2) Regulations made under this Act may prescritiee
or both of the following penalties —

(& afine not exceeding 50 penalty units; or

(b)  aterm of imprisonment not exceeding 12
months.

30. Q) The following laws are repealed — Repeal

(@) the Merchant Shipping (Fees) Act 1913;
(b)  the Light Dues and Harbours Act 1923; and

(c) the Seaman Discipline (Admiralty Transport)
Act 1918.

(2)  The Shipping Act (Cap. 163) shall be repealpon
publication of a notice by the Minister, by notige the
Gazette.

31. (1) The following Regulations made under the Simigp
Act (Cap. 163) shall remain valid when that Actdpealed under section
30(2) -

Savings

(@) the Shipping Regulations;
(b)  the Shipping (Dangerous Goods) Regulations;

(c)  the Shipping (Notification ) Regulations 1997
(L/N 73/97); and

(d) the Maritime Security Regulations 2004 (LN
145/06).

(2) Regulations saved by subsection (1) may bealep
by any subsequent Regulations which make providiotisat
effect, or any subsequent Regulations made under th
Shipping Act 1998 or this Act which make provision the
matters covered by them.

(3) Itis an offence if a person breaches anyirement
applying under any Regulations saved under thisosec
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Transitional

Research Act

amended

(4)  The penalty for any offence under Regulatisensed
under subsection (1), or for any breach of a requént of
such Regulations, shall be a fine not exceedingpgb@lty
units, or a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3ithy, and
such Regulations are deemed to be amended acdyrding

32. Q) Any certificate, licence or registration prewsly
issued or made by the Marine Division, or a dulthatised officer of the
Marine Division, and which is current as at the ooencement of this Act,
shall be deemed to have been issued or made dth@istration and may
remain valid for the period of its validity.

(2)  The Administration may issue a replacement
certificate or licence for any certificate or liensaved under
subsection (1).

(3)  The validity of any document or act done urtier
Shipping Act 1998 or any other applicable maritiang shall
not be affected by reason of the fact that it manpprt to be
made or done under any previous name or titlelthsibeen
changed by reason of the provisions of this Act.

(4)  The Minister may make written determinatioos t
extend the time for the change of any name orttit is
provided for under this Act, but no such extensiay apply
for a period that exceeds 12 months.

33.  The Research Act (Cap. 152) is amended in se8{i®)ib)
by inserting the following after “Provincial Assefgb—

“and the Maritime Safety Administration establishedier
the Maritime Safety Administration Act 2009 in respof
any vessel intended to carry out any research nviahinarine
area’”.
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MARITIME SAFETY ADMINISTRATION BILL 2009

OBJECTS AND REASONS

The objects of the Bill are —

(@) to implement regulatory and operational reforms to
the maritime sector;

(b) to establish the Solomon Islands Maritime Safety
Administration;

(c) to regulate shipping franchise schemes;

(d) to facilitate implementation of maritime conventson
and agreements.

MINISTER FOR INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT



