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AN ACT TO I'ROVIDE PENSIONS AND OTHER BENEFITS FOR
PERSONS WHO CEASE TO HOLD THE OFFICE OF GOVBRNOR.
GENERAL AND FOR THEIR WIDOWS AND CHILDREN AND TO
PROVIDE I-OR MATTERS INCIDENTAI, TO THE FOREGOING OR
CONNECTED THEREWITH.

ENACTED by the National Parliament of Solomon Islands
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Short title 1. This Act may be cited as the Governors-General
commencement (Pensions and Benefits) Act 2007, and shall come into operation on

such date as the Minister may appoinr by notice published in the
Gazetle .

lnterpretation

Govcmor-General's
nght to pcnsion, etc

Right to pcnsion
to cca\c

Ratc of Pcnsion

6.
Widt 'ws Pension uenerat or

lcaves -

2. In this Act "Governor-General" means anv pcrson who
has held the post of Govcrnor-General for a pcriod of not'lclss than onc
year. having been duly appoinred bv the Heab of State pursuant to the
provisions of sect ion 27 bf thc Con.st i tut ion, hut does nbt include a
person ',vho has been removed from office under subsection (3) of the
sectlon.

3. Every person who having held the office of Governor-
General on or afiertlie'7th dav of Julv. 1978. ceases at anv time after
such appoin(mcnt to he Goveinor-Ge'neral shall be paid a bension under
this Act with effect from the datc on which hc ceases to be Governor-
General. and^subject Lo section 4 such pension shall continue to be paid
r lur ing the l i fet imc of that person.

4. Where a Governor-Gencral to whom a pension is
payable is appointcd to any other puhl ic off ice, the penj ion shal l  cease
tobe payablcduring the pi :r iod in 'which such person holds such puhl ic
of f  l ce .

5. A Governor-General's pension shall be at an annual ratc
of sixty per cent of the current salary payable to the incumbent.

( I ) Where a person dies while hc is the Govemor-
while he is entitled to receive a Governor-General's pcnsion

(a) a widow but no entitled child; or
(b) a widow and entitled children by such widow

only; the widow shall, be paid a pension at an annual rate of 40Vc
of the pcnsion receivable by the pcnsioner at the time of his
death.

(,2) A widow mentioned in subsection (1) shall not
be cntitled to receive a pension under this section, if shc
remarries.

(3) If the Minister is satisfied that the widow of a
Govemor-General while receiving a pension under this section,
deserted or abandoned, or failed to maintain or assist in main-
taining so f'ar as her means allow an entitled child whom she is
bound to maintain, the Minister may cause to be paid to such
child, until such child ceases to be an enrirled child, such porrion
of the pension of the widow.



Sources and

method of payment

of pension

Protection of
penslon

l'erminal grant or
ex-graua paymeot

Official residence

Official vehicle

Medical lrcatrment

National
representatlon

1 . Any pension payable under this Act-

(a) shall be charged on and paid out of the
Consolidated Fund: and

(b) shall be paid fortnightly.

8. Any pension payable under this Act shall not -

(a) be assisnable or transferable exceDt for the
purpose o[ satisfying a ilebt due to the governmcnt or an order
bf rinv court for [he"pavment of pcriodiEal. sums of monev
towaids the maintenhn-ce of the ipouse, and a child bcing'a
minor of the person to whom the pension is payable; or

(b) be liable to be attached, sequestered or levied
upon for or in respect of any debt or claim whatever except a
debt due to the government or any sum recoverable pursuant to
such order of any court as is mentioncd in paragraph (a).

9 . ( I ) A Govemor-General who ceases or has ceasecl
to hold office shall be paid a terminal grant or ex-gratia pay-
mcnt of $7-5,0m.00 or such greater sum, equivalent to and
payable to a Primc Minister under the current Parliamentary
Entitlements Commission Resulations for each term of office he
has served.

(2) The spouse of a Governor-General shall also be
qualificd to receive an ex-gratia payment equivalent to fifty
percent of the payment received by the Governor-General
pursuant to subsection (I).

10. A Governor-General on retirement shall be rrrovided
with an official residence free of rent and thc cost oF water, gas
and electricity shall be paid for by the Government.

I L A Governor-General on rctirement shall be provided
with an official vehicle for use in connection with his normal
duties.

12. A Governor-General on retirement shall be entitled to
medical treatment as prescribed from time to time for public
officers.

13. Where a Covernor-General whilst on retirement is
assigned to undertake any assignment on behalf of Solomon
Islands, he shall be entitled to receive protocols, courtesies and
benefits. as may be appropriate.
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Objects ancl Reasons

At present thcre is no legislation that provides for any forrn of benefits to be conferred
on Govemors-General who have ceased to hold office. Numerous representations
have been made in the past for the enactment of legislation to provide for the repre-
scntations made by ex-Governors-General.

This Bill, tirerefore, seeks to provide prirnarily tbr a pension scheme and confer othcr
benefits on persons who have ceased or vacated the office of Governor-General.

It further provides for the widows and children of Governors-General to benefit on the
death ot their spouse, subject to ceftain restrictions.

The benefits will benefit all persons rvho have hcld the office of Governor-Gcneral
since Indepcndcnce.

PRIME NTINISTER


